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Lesson for January 20. in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Ministers Who Are Looking for the Lord 
The Shackles of Chain Letters 
When Satan Tempted Jesus 
Your Study Bible. By John Weaver Weddell, D.D 
Hetd Up! By One Who Trusts God 
How Three Teachers Prepare to Teach the Lesson 
The Master’s Touch [poem] 
General Lesson Helps 
For Family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 
Children at Home 
The Young People’s 
S 
Book 





Lesson Calendar 


1. January 6—John Prepares the Way for 
Jesus 
2. January 13.—Jesus Begins His Work 
3. January 20.—Jesus at Work 
4. January 27.—Jesus Forgiving Sin 
5. February 3.—Jesus Lord of the 
Sabbath 
6. February 10.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve 
7. February 17.—Jesus Teaching by Parables—Four 
8. 


+ I-tt 
: 12-20 


Kinds of Ground :1- 
February 24.—Jesus Teaching by Parables—the 
Growth of the Kingdom : 2I- 
9. March 3.—Jesus Bringing Peace Mark 4: 35 to 5: 
so. March 10.—Jesus Restoring Life and 
Health 
au. March 17.—Jesus Sending Forth the 
Twelve 
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“It Is Finished” 


By H. McDowell 


T is finished. What, dear friend? 
Is it just that Jesus’ life 
Of sorrow hath an end ? 
No, dear one. 


It is finished, not will be ; 
And the work accomplished on 
The cross was all for thee, 
Thou must own. 


It is finished, not half done ; 
Jesus never asked thee to 
Complete his work begun. 
It is done. 





What Evolution Could Not Do 


“He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?” 
were the words of a man who believed in God rather 
than in evolution (Psalm 94:9). It seems reasonable 
to believe that back of. all the forms of life in the 
universe is One who created and adapted them to 
their environment. An evolutionary theory, on the 
other hand, has argued that, instead of the fitness of 
an organism to its environment being the result of 
intentional adaptation, it is the product of an infinite 
number of struggles on the part of that organism 
until, by its own perseverance, it has reached its 
present condition of suitability to its surroundings. 
As a disastrous fact for that theory, a writer in a 
recent number of The Expository Times shows with 
force and freshness that “Natural Selection” can have 
absolutely nothing to do with the “evulution” of the 
inorganic world, because that world is dead, and 
therefore incapable of directing itself toward any 
definite goal. Geology, for example, reveals no fewer 
than one hundred sub-divisions. of the earth’s crust, 
and it is a remarkable fact that every one of these is 
of definite economic value to man. This means that 
the earth was in process of making for a very long 
period; and during its process of making it could not 


have “struggled” to “evolute” itself in any conscious 
or intelligent way as in the theory in connection with 
living organisms, So there must have been some 
divine superintendence and forethought, for which 
“Natural Selection” has no solution or even applica- 
tion. The writer of the article significantly says that, 
as “chance cannot explain the marvelous wealth of 
those different layers of the earth’s crust,” there is 
only one other logical position, that it is the work 
of One who foresaw man’s needs and prepared for 
him through long ages. That agrees with God’s own 


Word. 
-—<— 
A Good Undertaking ! 


It is a brotherly thing to put temptation out of 
another man’s way. One of the by-products or indi- 
rect results of Christianity is the increasing difficulty 
that is put in the way of men’s doing wrong. An 
unconscious reminder of this appeared in a little news 
item in a recent issue of a Philadelphia newspaper: 
“Undertakers’ wagons were called into service in 
New York to-day to help relieve the congestion of 
undelivered orders of beer caused by the strike of 
2,000 brewery workers.” And just about that time 
the United States Congress was passing, by over- 
whelming majorities, the beginning of the death- 
knell-of the liquor traffic! It seems as though those 
undertakers’ wagons were suggesting that beer and 
other booze are pretty nearly on their last trips. The 
death of the-liquor traffic will mean the resurrection 
of bright hopes in many a now darkened home. 


od 


Meeting for Business 

Praying is doing big business—bigger than any 
other business we can do. A man who has recently 
found ‘the fulness of Christ as: his life writes en- 
thusiastically to a friend about an annual Prayer 
Conference of a certain Christian organization. “I 


Without 


T IS the ceasing that makes more trouble than any- 
| tring else. These gaps which occur in our action 

make more mischief than our actual mistakes. 
Even lack of skill does not do half the damage 
which is done by the simple failure to go on. So 
long as we kept at it, something always happened to 
keep us in heart; but these times when we just 
ceased to do anything have been fatal. 

Paul used the phrase with regard to praying. As 
we look back we all realize that in the life of prayer 
the thing that has been most disastrous has not been 
that we prayed poorly, or that prayer had hindrances, 
but just this mysterious negative influence: we 
stopped. And we are so apt to look for the trouble 
everywhere else except in the most likely place, just 
as a motorist will often*spend a lot of time looking 
for the difficulty in his machine everywhere else be- 
fore taking a look into the gas tank. Most of us are 
very proud, and our pride likes to believe that if a 
serious situation has occurred in our life it must be 
due to elaborate and complicated causes. -We rather 
prefer a high-sounding name for our difficulties, and 
it humbles us to have to attribute most of them to 
the mere fact that we stopped. People lay a great 
deal to the times they live in, when the times have 
nothing to do with it. Or they account for their 
failures by what they call “the spirit of the age.” 
Or they search in the depths of psychology for some 
obscure spring which may account for the trouble. 
Of course there are these obscure causes; but nine 
times out of ten it is just plain stopping that has 
done the harm. 

Somehow or other we ceased.. We allowed a gap 
to come in, There was an omission. We ceased 
praying, we stopped going to church, we broke off 
studying, we did not work, One morning we did 
not take the exercise which had been our custom. 
At another time we did not write the letter we had 
been accustomed to write. Again we did not pay 
the visit which always up to then had kept alive some 


wish you could have been there to see,” he says, 
“what’ happened, and the number of soul victories. 
I haye been to many religious conferences in different 
capacities, but never attended one like this, The 
chairman would present a maiter for consideration. 
Those interested immediately got on to their knees 
and discussed the matter with God, audibly. Say 
eight or nine would pray; then the chairman would 
say ‘Let us rise.’ A vote was then -taken, after a 
motion had been made and seconded. No dissenting 
votes at all. No vexatious discussions. Jesus was 
there in all his glory. The average increase in mis- 
sionary offerings for the churches in this district 
was about 350 percent; the increase in membership 
was over 150 percent. Nearly sixty-nine new 
branches were opened up during the year. I knew 
the work was growing, but I didn’t know it was 
growing so fast.” Praying seems to be a very practi- 
cal activity. Are we practical? 


a“ 
Blank 


People sometimes turn eagerly to Christians for 
spiritual help. And sometimes they are disappointed. 
There came to an editorial desk in The Sunday School 
Times office recently a long envelope, by mail, with 
the word “Bulletin” in very large type on the outside 
of the envelope, and then the name ofa “Research 
and News Department” of one of our church boards: 
Everything was plainly printed, the envelope was 
clearly addressed, and it had come safely through 'to 
its destination. On opening the envelope a large sheet 
of white paper appeared, perfectly blank. By some 
mistake a blank sheet instead of the interesting mes- 
sage that the envelope promised had ‘been slipped’ in. 
Are not we Christians sometimes as blank as that 
sheet of paper was, so far as giving the message’ of 
Christ’s Good News to those who may be, unknown 
to ourselves, eagerly looking to us for it? Shall we 
not, in this new year, always let Him show forth his 
wonderful message through us? 


Ceasing 


fine relationship. Of course all sorts of fine things 
can be philosophized out ef these situations until 
they seem almost virtuous. Books might be written 
about what we did not do and the psychology of our 
not doing it, until we become almost fascinated with 
our failure. But the main thing is that we just did 
not do it. If we can be content with so poor and 
plain a description of the matter things may yet go 
well with us. But no one is so proud as the one 
who has fallen, and often he falls farther by seek- 
ing some big name for his failure. And there may 
be no true one to be had except that somehow, some- 
where he stopped, and the mere act of ceasing has 
been fruitful in all kinds of disorder ever since. 

The more we can keep to this plain and rather 
stupid description of the experience the better. There 
was some activity in our life which always produced 
results, and just when it was doing its full work we 
somehow ceased from it. Perhaps for a day or two 
we did not feel just like it. Maybe it had become so 
familiar that it was a bit monotonous. Or we said 
we could do it any time, and we thoroughly intended 
to take it up again. And it is almost incredible to us 
that so big a section of life has been left vacant by 
one or two almost casual omissions. 

People give elaborate and romantic explanations 
of why they do not go to church, The main reason 
why most of them do not go is because they -have 
not been going. When they stopped they sincerely 
meant to go again very shortly. But their action has 
had a reflex influence on their beliefs and made them 
think of all sorts of excuses for what they have done. 
It was not some well thought out objection to praying 
which accounted for these prayerless months. It 
was just simply that we ceased to pray. James 
Smetham tells us of how, on his visit to John 
Ruskin, he spoke to Ruskin of a long, trying period 
in his life, and.Ruskin said, “And did you pray dur- 
ing that time?” : 

“No, I ought to have.done so, but I was obstinate 
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and discouraged.” So he ceased, Prayer met with, 
its worst obstacle—ceasing. He just did not do ‘it: 
That was all. And he might have done it. 

And so when we wish there was some more 
brilliant way of getting ahead, we learn that there is 
no royal road for progress, but simply the old fa- 
miliar way of not ceasing. Everybody will tell you 
that those were his best days when somehow he never 
stopped. There were moods which were discourag- 
ing, there was weathcr which was distressing, and 
times enough when he did not feel like it, but still 
it was possible to go on. And that is about all one 
is entitled to. 

It must always do one good, if one is easily 
tempted to stop, to read once more the brave words 
in which Robert Louis Stevenson tells how he went 
on without much ceasing. Toward the end of his life 
he wrote to George Meredith from Samoa: “For 
fourteen years I have not had a day’s real health; I 
have wakened sick and gone to bed weary; and I 
have done my work unflinchingly. I have written in 
bed and written out of it, written in hemorrhages, 
written in sickness, written torn by coughing, written 
when my head swam for weakness; and for so long 
it seems to me I have won my wager and recovered 
my glove. And the battle goes on—ill or well is a 
trifle; so as it.goes.” 

Naaman is the classic example of a man who 
thought that a great trouble ought to be cured in a 
great and unusual way. Leprosy and a nobleman to- 
gether seemed a situation which deserved at least 
a dramatic cure, and being told to go wash seven 
times in the Jordan hurt his pride. So it is with us. 
Our lives have great difficulties, and it would please 
us that the greatness of the trouble should be rec- 
ognized by a cure proportionate. But most times the 
cure is provokingly simple. It is just to take up 
again what we stopped doing. Horace Greeley’s re- 
mark that “the only way to resume is to resume” 
seemed stupid, but it has stuck. Great progress has 
been made in psychology since his day, but his re- 
mark is about as useful as ever. And what most 
people need most is not something never heard of 
before, but just to go back and begin again some- 
thing they have stopped doing. 

Nothing is so hard. The unused muscles creak and 
groan and strain. For a long time we may do little 
that is brilliant, but we come at last to lay more 
stress on the habit of keeping everlastingly at it than 
on anything else, and if we ever do anything very 
brilliant it will be just when we are most steadily 

: doing all the usual things. What we come to dread 
most is these breaks, for no one can ever tell how 
long one will last or how far it will extend. As 
Ole Bull said, “When I cease practising on my violin 
for one day I notice the difference; when I stop for 
two days the critics notice it, and when I stop for 
three days everybody notices it.’ We may have 
many dangers ; but ceasing is about as great as any. 























Ministers Who Are Looking for the Lord 


Readers of religious papers on both sides of the 
Atlantic have recently seen a remarkable document 
sent out and signed by some of the leading ministers 
of Great Britain. It was first issued “with the re- 
quest that all ministers of religion in London and 
vicinity, who are in agreement with it, will forward 
name and address, with a view to a united meeting 
for considering the question of its further advocacy.” 
The statement and the signers are as follows: 


THE PRESENT CRISIS 
**The Lord is at Hand” 


The undersigned, under a profound impression of 
the momentous nature of the present crisis, issue the 
accompanying statement: 


1. That the present crisis points towards the close 
of the Times of the Gentiles. 

2. That the revelation of our Lord may be ex- 
pected at any moment, when he will be manifested as 
evidently as to his disciples on the evening of ‘his 
resurrection. 

3. That the completed Church will be translated 
to be “forever with the Lord.” 

4. That Israel will be restored to its own land in 
unbelief, and be afterwards converted by the appear- 
ance of Christ on its behalf. 

5. That all human schemes of reconstruction must 
be subsidiary to the Second Coming of the Lord, be- 
cause all nations will then be subject to his rule. 

6. That under the reign of Christ there will be a 
further great effusion the Holy Spirit upon all 
flesh. 

7. That the truths embodied in this statement are 
of the utmost practical value in determining Chris- 
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You Having Victory To-day ? 
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“Let go, and let God” 





























tian character and action with reference to the press- 
ing problems of the hour. 
G. CAMPBELL MorGAN, 
A. C. Drxon, 
W. Futter Goocu, 
J. Stuart Ho.pen; 
H. W. Wess-PEpvoe, 


F, S. WEBSTER, 
DinspaLe T. Youn, 
ALFRED Birp, 

J. S. Harrison, 

F, B. Meyer. 


Dr. Campbell Morgan is as well known on. this 
side of the water as in his own land; he has been 
one of the spiritually powerful factors at Northfield 
Conferences and elsewhere in America, as well as a 
center of Bible teaching and preaching in London, 

Dr. A. C, Dixon was for years pastor of the 
Moody Church of Chicago, and then was called to 
London to fill the pulpit made famous by the min- 
istry of Charles H. Spurgeon, one of the largest Bap- 
tist churches in England. 

The Rev. J. Stuart Holden is Honorary Secretary 
of the Mission Council of the great Victorious Life 
gathering known as the Keswick Convention, to which 
thousands have journeyed annually from all over the 
world for the past forty years, and, with multitudi- 
nous other duties, is also the Editor of The Christian, 
of London. 

Prebendary Webb-Peploe, of London, has been one 
of the giant figures at the Keswick Convention for 
many years, and is known and loved for his ministry 
in this'country also. 

Dr, F. B. Meyer won a lasting place in the hearts 
of the Sunday-school hosts of North America 
through his spiritual ministry at International and 
World’s Sunday-school conventions in recent years 
in this country and abroad. 

The Rev. Dinsdale T. Young, minister at West- 
minster Central Hall, London, has had a fruitful ser- 
vice in the English Wesleyan ministry since 1879, and 
is widely known as a lecturer and author of spiritual 
books. 

When ministers of this character, together with 
the others associated with them in the signing of 
this document, give public expression to stich views, 
they are assured of a world-wide and profoundly in- 
terested hearing. From the 22d to the 25th of Jan- 
uary there is to be held in the Moody Tabernacle, 
North Avenue and La Salle Street, Chicago, a Con- 
ference in Behalf of Israel, the Call to which, issued 
“to all interested in the Chosen People of God and 
the Coming Kingdom of Jesus Christ,” was pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times of December 8. 
Leading ministers and Bible teachers in North 
America are to take part in the: program of this 
coming Conference; and the clarion call of the 
British ministers will undoubtedly be before the Con- 
ference for prayer and thanksgiving. The Sunday 
School Times will report the Chicago Conference in 
an early issue of this paper; and it hopes also to let 
readers know something of the results of the issuing 
of the British ministers’ statement on the other side 
of the water. 

Meantime may all those who love His appearing 
(2 Tim. 4:8) so live and love and serve in the spirit 
of their coming Lord that their testimony to his 
power in their lives shall be true, sweet, and win- 
some, and shall cause many to pray with them, 
“Amen: come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22: 20). 


yA 
The Shackles of Chain Letters 


“Such chain letters are not according to Scripture 
or to common sense,” said The Sunday School Times 
editorially in this department in its issue of Novem- 
ber 3, 1917, in comment upon a reader’s letter describ- 
ing such a letter. These chain letters seem to be 
started by irresponsible people; they threaten mis- 
fortune if the chain is broken, and promise blessing 
if the prayer called for is made, , Several readers 
of the Times have expressed their thanks for the 
editorial statement, and one now writes as follows: 

I was so pleased to see the chain letter mentioned, as 

I received one, considered it, came to the conclusion it 

was not of God, so dropped it after much prayer. Then 

there was a battle on hand that something would hap- 
pen. It is written, “I will not be afraid of evil tidings. 

My heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord.”—A Saskatch- 

ewan Reader. 


No trusting child of God need fear any evil from 
doing his or her part in breaking the shackles of 
chain letters that have held people in bondage. As 
was editorially stated in the earlier article here, the 
best thing that any one can do on receiving a chain 
letter is to break the chain at once and destroy the 
letter. Such a letter is an appeal to fear and to be- 
lief in falsehood, and can do great harm among cer- 
tain kinds of people who are too easily influenced in 
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ways that lead away from God rather than to him. 
Another reader testifies : 
I am glad you wrote what you did about the chain 
letters. I had received two of them, and put them in 
the fire, breaking the chain—A Washington Reader. 


And many will be interested in the correspondence 
of still another reader with a friend who had sent 
him a chain letter. This one, from British Columbia, 
writes: 

I recently received such a request to join a chain of 
prayer, and I enclose a copy of the letter and my reply 
to the sender, thinking it may possibly be-of some as- 
sistance to those who like myself have been somewhat 
puzzled as to the best way of dealing with such requests. 


Here is the chain letter that this reader had re- 
ceived; the sender of the letter being a business ac- 
quaintance who had signed his name: 

Endless Chain of Prayer 

“O God, we implore thy blessings on the sailors and 
soldiers.” This was received by me on—-; it has been 
all over the world; copy it and see what happens; it 
was said in olden times that those who passed it off 
would meet with misfortune. 

Send it to seven persons, and on the seventh day you 
will receive great joy; send it the same day you re- 
ceive it, and don’t forget to sign your name. Please do 
not break the chain. 


To this letter the recipient replied as follows, pray- 
ing that the Holy Spirit might open the eyes of his 
friend: 

I received your circular letter this morning inviting 
me to join the chain of prayer for our sailors and sol- 
diers, and I feel personally gratified that you should 
select me as one to whom you could entrust so sacred 
a duty. 

I believe in prayer, and in a prayer-hearing and an- 
swering God; during the past twenty-five years I have 
been privileged to experience the most marvelous an- 
swers to prayer; I have witnessed God’s hand perform- 
ing miracles as wonderful as those which the Scrip- 
tures record, in response to my unworthy appeal. 

It is for this reason that I am compelled to return 
your invitation, since I cannot agree to pass on a re- 
quest so absolutely untrue either to the spirit of be- 
lieving prayer or to the character of a loving God. 

Successful prayer is only possible upon certain con- 
ditions, the first of which is that the soul is in right 
relation to a holy God, a God “that is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity and cannot look upon sin,” an@ 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart; the Lord will 
hear me.” The only ground upon which a sinner can 
approach the living God in prayer is that of true re- 
pentance and heartfelt acceptance of God’s way of sal- 
vation through the atoning blood of the Son, who died 
as a ransom for sinful men. Upon this basis of ap- 
proach God delights to answer prayer and attaches no 
penalty to a failure to repeat a formula, neither does 
the suppliant need to wait seven days before receiving 
the blessing sought for. 

You will, I trust, pardon this possibly unnecessary ex- 
planation, but I felt that a full explanation was due to 
you for returning your invitation, and in doing so I 
do assure you that, in spite of the pressing claims of 
business, I never fail to enjoy the daily experience of 
communion with the God I learned to love long ago, 
as my Saviour, my King, and my personal Friend. 


Such prayer as this God-led Christian man de- 
scribes is true prayer, and is as different from the 
sort described in chain letters as the fear-filled 
heathen worship of idols and demons is different 
from the loving, trusting worship of the heavenly 
Father through the Way opened by the shed blood 
of his only Son our Saviour. Those who are truly 
bondservants of Jesus Christ have nothing to fear 
from the attempted bondage of chain letters. 


= 
When Satan Tempted Jesus 


In The Sunday School Times of last August 4, a num- 
ber of questions were answered that had been referred 
to Dr. Scofield. But the question of greatest interest 
he did not refer to. The question is: “Did Satan actu- 
ally take Jesus up to an exceeding high mountain, or is 
that a figure?” The same question also applies to 
Satan taking Jesus up on a pinnacle of the temple. A 
person could not see very much of the world from the 
highest mountain in the vicinity.—An Illinois Reader. 


A sound rule in Bible reading is this: Take the 
Bible literally unless the context plainly shows that 
the statement is figurative. The record of our Lord’s 
temptation is evidently a record of historical facts, 
like the calling of the disciples, the baptism, and the 
other facts of his life given in the Gospels. There is 
nothing in the various records of Jesus’ temptation to 
suggest that the facts there recorded are merely fig- 
ures to illustrate spiritual truth; there is everything 
to the contrary. Therefore the safe and sound un- 
derstanding of God’s Word recording Jesus’ tempta- 
tion is that tae facts there given occurred literally in 
the experience of Jesus. He was in the wilderness ; 
Satan, the personal spirit-being who is Jesus’ age- 
long adversary, met him and tempted him; they were 
together on an exceeding high mountain; they were 
together in the holy city on the pinnacle of the tem- 
ple. We must remember also that the whole experi- 
ence was supernatural; just how “all the kingdoms 
of the world” were shown to Jesus the record does 
not state; but it does state that they were shown. 

Experience proves that this principle of Bible in- 
terpretation holds good, and is freest from difficulty. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 20 (Mark 1: 21-45) 
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YOUR STUDY BIBLE 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 


Have you learned how to use it? 








F COURSE you have several’ copies of the 

Word. There is the Family Bible on the living- 

room table,—better, on a stand at the side of 
the breakfast table, where the master of the house 
can put his hand upon it for household worship. 
There is your pocket or satchel Bible that you carry 
with you wherever you go, to take out and peruse 
on the way, to verify the text in the sanctuary, or to 
lay upon your dresser as here and there you are 
domiciled for the night,—to use also if suddenly 
called upon to teach a Sunday-school class or give 
the Scripture thought in some prayer circle. 

But this which we take up here is distinctively your 
Study Bible. It belongs to the inner sacristy of your 
private devotions, the library or study room where 
you search into the deep things of the Word and 
meditate upon its precepts, setting down from day 
to day your rich findings. It becomes marked and 
worn through the years. It tells your student re- 
searches, your spiritual journeys,—it is your relig- 
ious life story. 

A bent and battered volume lies before me. With 
it I shall have much-to do, and from it I shall be 
called upon to quote, as the Bible notes we are to 
follow together this year proceed. It is one pilgrim’s 
record of forty years of perusal of the Scriptures, a 
Christian voyager’s log-book of word searchings and 
heart experiences on the tossing billows of life’s sea. 
This is the tenth time the writer has taken up this 
same Book for consecutive reading and exposition. 
It has been through not a little of stress and strug- 
gle. Like Paul, its ragged pages can say, “In jour- 
neyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob- 
bers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren” (2 Cor. 11:26). It went with the writer 
through the critical markings of postgraduate days; 
and subsequently through an eight years’ course of 
Sunday-school studies, for teachers, rounding up the 
whole of the Book; it has trailed Moody and the 
Gordons through luminous intimations of the Word; 
twice it has been across the water, and one. reads 
significant English notes in the margin; twice indeed 
it has suffered virtual shipwreck and been recovered, 
almost alone of all the wreckage. Some of its pages 
have been lost, all are thumbed and marred and 
marked with numerous hints and references and in- 
terlineations, dim and hard to 
decipher now. The whole vol- 
ume is in partial decrepitude 


“It went with me through Moody’s and Sam 
Jones’ and Gypsy Smith’s meetings, and to Eng- 
land and Keswick, where I read it. anew under 
English skies. It is about all I am worth—and 
more.” So wrote, modestly, the author of this 
article in a personal letter to the Editor in speak- 
ing of the Study Bible that he had used for forty 
years. “It is the fruit of my life work with the 
old Book,—and I have stayed pretty close by the 
Word through these forty years.” And as the 
Editor began to get glimpses of the remarkable 
fruits of Dr. Weddell’s life-time “ staying by” the 
Word of God, he coveted these riches for the en- 
tire family of Sunday School Times readers. 

So there commences with this article an every- 
week series by Dr. Weddell of what promises to 
be the most enriching book-by-book Bible study 
The Sunday School Times has ever been privi- 
leged to give. There is a whole generation of 
marvelous research compacted into this single 
article this week. It will be followed, usually in 
every issue, by a brief study of one after another 
of the sixty-six books of the Bible, one a week, 
giving wonderful unfoldings of the messages of 
the books, until the Bible has been searched out 
from Genesis to Revelation. 








thought; the side margins for exegetical notes and 
references and interpretations. At the beginning of 
each book and each chapter give your own most 
carefully worded designation of its theme and thought 
in the progress of Bible deed and doctrine. Thus 
grip your studies and findings, and attach them con- 
secutively and practically to the Word itself. It is 
your working outfit, your ready kit of tools, your 
sword unsheathed. 

The fly-leaf at the front of the Bible and. the spaces 
of the lettering there can be helpfully utilized for key- 
words and key-texts and for general Biblical head- 
lines and outlines. Thus,—Key-word to Old Testa- 
ment (pick it out for yourself): “Come ye to the 
waters” (Isa. 55:1). Key-word to the New Testa- 
ment: “Come; for all things are now ready” (Luke 
14:17). My conversion text: “God is love” (1 John 
4:8). (What is yours?) Under the Scripture title 
of “Holy Bible,” “1600 years, 66 books, 35 writers, 
one theme!” 


Along with “Translated out of the Original 
Tongues,”—“Exegesis is finding Jesus in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Jesus from the Word 
Look up.—Lift up.” 

After “Appointed to be read in the Churches,”— 
“Nothing beyond what is written, but a// that is 
written.” 

Great words of the Bible——God, Man, Sin, Re- 
demption, Justification, Sanctification, Glorification. 
In two words,—Grace, Glory. In one word,—Jesus! 


On the Opening Pages 


(As helps to all subsequent study.) 

Biblical Eras: Creation Era, Antediluvian, Patri- 
archal, Mosaic, Theocratic, Monarchical, Captivity, 
Return, Silence, Christ! 

Biblical Epochs: (500 years each). Period of 
Adam, Jared, Enoch, Noah, Abram, Moses, David, 
Zerubbabel, Paul. 

Pivotal Dates: Abraham, 1920 B. C.; Moses, 1492 
B. C.; Captive Israel, 722 B. C.; Judah, 606 B. C.; 
Cyrus’ Decree of Return, 535 B. C.; Ezra’s Return, 
458 B. C.; Nehemiah, 445 B. C.; Malachi, Last of the 
Prophets, 397 B. C.; John the Baptist, Harbinger of 
the New, 26 A. D. 


Comparisons: 

“Old Testamert,—the night with its twinkling 
stars of prophecy.” 

“New Testament,—the dawn. Night and dawn 
one full day.”—Saphir. 

“In Novo Testamento patet. Quae in vetere latet.” 
Augustine. 

“The New is in the Old contained, 

The Old is by the New explained.” 

“Enfolded in the Old, 

Unfolded in the New.—Luther. 


In the Old Testament, the prodigal afar off, 
hungry and forlorn. 

In the New, the prodigal returning home, the 
Father coming out to meet him. 


Notes.—Christ quotes from twenty-two Old Testa- 
ment books. In Matthew, 19 quotations; Mark, 15; 
Luke, 25; John, 11. Hebrews, 85 quotations and allu- 
sions; Revelation, 245. Christ quotes the very pas- 

sages most avoided by the. de- 
structive critics,—the flood, Lot, 
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ture page before you. It should 
be in clear type, with reasonably 
wide margin, leaving room for 
annotation. The usual Teach- 
er’s Bible is suitable for this. 
Use the spaces, of course,: eco- 
homically and discriminatingly, 
the upper margins for hints and ‘* 


Dr. Weddell, friend and co-worker of D. L. Moody, has had an extraordinary experience in 
Christian work and Bible study. For fifteen years in his early ministerial life he 
staff of the Baptist weekly, The Standard, of Chicago. Later serving as pastor of: the High- 
land Park Baptist Church, Chicago, he was called to the “ Old 
Vigorous evangelistic work, apart from pastorates, has been part of his ministry; and in the 
summer of 1900 he went abroad at the invitation of Dr. T. J. Barnardo, the celebrated philan- 
thropist of London, and took charge for a month of Edinburgh Castle services in East London ; 


fire (Jer. 23:29). 
scalpel (Heb. 4: 12), 
sword (Eph. 6:17). 
medicine (Psa. 119: 25). 
Seed of life (Jas. 1: 18). 
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was on the 


enth " of Philadelphia. Honey and the honeycomb 


(Psa. 19: 10). 


How shall we read it? “Gi 


apt quotations; the lower mar- he repeated this ministry in 1905 as Dr. Barnardo's last American visitor, attending also the me the plenary, verbal theory 
gins for brief catchword anaysis eat Keswick Convention and the Welsh Revival. This photographic reproduction-of his own with all its difficulties rather 
of the book and pointed di- hapaue Study Bible shows how faithfully he has carried out his own principles in digging than the doubt. I accept the 


rections as to the progress of 


for Bible treasures. 





difficulties and humbly wait for 
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their solution. But while I wait I am standing on 
the rock.”—Bishop Ryle. 


At the Back of the Book 


Use the backs of the maps and the fly-leaves at the 
back of the volmne. Use them for brief Bible 
studies and ready Scriptures for the Inquiry Room. 
Here, for example, are recorded on one of the pages 
of the volume a list of topics for cottage meetings, 
tried and proved: 


1. The prayer-meeting in the house of Mark 
(Acts 12: 12-17). 

2. Cornelius and his house (Acts 10). 

3. The Church in one room (Acts 2: 41-47). 

4. A cottage praise-meeting (Little Pentecost) 
(Acts 4: 23-33). 

5. A meeting at the Water Gate (Neh. 8). 

6. A service at the riverside (Acts 16: 13-15). 

Add to these at your pleasure. 


On the back of the first map, that of the ancient 
world, we find looking out at us a number of pre- 
pared texts for discouraged people. Have them at 
your finger’s end when you visit the sick or troubled: 


“When thou passest through the waters” (Isa. 


43:2). 
“In the time of trouble” (Psa. 27:5). 
“All grace abound” (2 Cor. 9:8). 


Three things we can always plead: The promises, 
the blood, the adoption. : 
The next map is Canaan. 


On the open back of this 
we find jotted down: 


Helps for backsliders: 
Christ and Peter. “Feed my sheep” (Jno. 21: 17). 
“Hold fast, and repent” (Rev. 3:2). 
“Able to keep you from falling” (Jude 24). 
Backslider’s book (Hosea). 
Backslider’s prayer (Psalm 51). 
A book of prayer for the needy: 
Prodigal’s prayer (Luke 15: 18). 
Publican’s prayer (Luke 18: 13). 
Blind man’s prayer (Luke 18: 38). 
Seeker’s prayer (Mark 9g: 24). 
Christ’s own prayer for us (John 17). 
“Take with you words [prepared words] and 
turn to the Lord” (Hosea 14: 2). 


On another map we find select texts for cavilers: 
“The fool hath said” (Psa. 14:1). 
“Except ye be converted” (Matt. 18: 3). 
“Lest,darkness come upon you” (Jno. 12:35). 


On still another we find some texts for inquirers: 
“Believe ... saved” (Acts 16: 31). 
“Accepted in the beloved” (Eph. 1: 6). 
“Redemption through his blood” (Eph. 1:7). 
“Cleansed” (1 John 1:7). 


You are permitted to come (Acts 2: 21). 

You are invited to come (Matt. 11: 28). 

You are entreated to come (2 Cor. 5: 20). 

You are commanded to come (1 John 3: 23). 

You are constrained to come (Luke 14: 23). 
Truly and seriously it is up to you! 


At the very last, for frequent perusal. 
The things we know. (So much incertitude to- 
day): 
“My Redeemer liveth” (Job 19: 25). 
“Whom I have believed” (not in 
(2 Tim. 1:12). 
“Manifested to take away our sins” (1 John 


whom) 


3: 5)- 
Bes il work together for good” (Rom. 


: 28). 
“We have a building of God” (2 Cor. 5:1). 
“We have eternal life” (1 John 5: 13). 
“When he shall appear, we shall be like him” 
(1 John 3: 2). 
In the meantime and all along “He heareth us” 
(1 John 5:15). 
_ Four things to ask for with the Bible open be- 
- Fore us: 
Spirit of assurance (1 John 3). 
Spirit of wisdom (1 Cor. 2). 
Spirit of joy (Phil. 2). 
Spirit of power (Eph. 1). 


A leaf from Moody’s Bible. Seven great changes: 


. - vo A change of standing. Before 
od. 


2. Repentance. A change of mind. About God. 
3. Regeneration. A change of nature. From God. 
4. Conversion. A change of life. For God. 
.. Adoption. _A change of family. In God. 
6. a A change of service. Unto 
od. 
7. Glorification. A change of place. With God. 
Final exhortation: 
“So run, that ye may win” (1 Cor. 9:24). But 


you say, I can’t run. 
“Fly away and be at rest” (Psa. 55:6). Can’t fly. 
“Flee as.a bird to your mountain” (Psa. 11:1). 
Can’t flee, 
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“Come unto me, all ye that labor” (Matt. 11: 28). 
Can’t come. 

“Turn you to the strong hold” (Zech. 9:12). 
Can’t turn. 

“Reach hither thy hand” (John 20:27). Can't 
reach, 

“Look unto me, and be ye saved (Isa, 45:22). 
Can’t look. 

Then just “be still and know” (Psa. 46: 10). Only 
believe ! 


This is the Book that we propose .to study. It is 
made up of sixty-six separate monographs of the 
Spirit. Many independent writers were moved of 
God to pen their communications. Each of these is 
conceived of, while contributory to the one great 
revelation of the Most High, as a special and dis- 
tinct message from the skies, and as such each of 
them will be treated here. The Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times has asked the writer to take up 
these books, one by one, through the year, and out- 
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line briefly their contents, dealing with them doc- 
trinally, devotionally, practically, and evangelistically. 
That is, we shall ask: What does this message from 
the Heavens say about Jesus?—for he is the sum of 


doctrine, What does it say to me personally and 
spiritually?—how may I bring out this truth by lip 
and life? and how use it so as to lead others to 
Christ? 

Along with this will be incorporated, more or 
less, the notes from the margin of my Study Bible. 
It is a simple but grave task, and the author of these 
lines responds with deference, but he is glad to give 
of what God in his grace has so kindly bestowed, 
through the years, if it will aid in the slightest way 
any other students of the Word. He counts it indeed 
one of the greatest privileges of his life thus to con- 
tribute even a very little bit toward the general 
knowledge and use of God’s gift of his Word. Next 
week Genesis will be the subject of our study. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO: 





The Call of the Word or, The 


Evangelistic Note in the Books of the Bible 





of its sixty-six books 


‘ Bible are to be given. 


Historical Books 


Genesis—Begin with God. 

Exodus—Come out for God. 

Leviticus—Get right with God. 

Numbers—Get somewhere! 

Deuteronomy—Stop and think (Selah). 

Joshua—Take the land (Conquest). 

= hw ong the borders (Discipline). 
uth—Gather the grain (Restoration). 

1 Samuel—Light the altar lamps, 

2 Samuel—Call David—God's anointed. 

1 Kings—Set the King on his throne. 

2 Kings—Get the mantle. 

1 Chronicles—Keep the royal line. 

2 Chronicles—Honor the King. 

Ezra—Repair God's house. 

Nehemiah -- Rebuild God's city. 

Esther—Trust God's grace. 


Poetical Books 


a —‘* Let Him have his way with you.” 
salms—Praise and pray (the saint on his knees). 
Proverbs--Walk and work (the saint on. his feet). 
Ecclesiastes—* Fear God "—if you be wise. 

Songs of Solomon—Love Him with all your heart. 


Prophetical Books 


Isaiah —He is coming! 

——— Get ready with cleansing. 
amentations—Get ready with weeping. 

Ezekiel—He will restore the Temple. 

Daniel—He will bring the Kingdom. 

Hosea—Return, therefore, O Israel. 

Joel—Sound the alarm. 

Amos—Drop the plumb line. 

Obadiah—Possess your possessions. 

Jonah—“ Preach the preaching I bid thee.” 





Naming the Books.—The Bible is one volume with its one word—Jesus. 
has its own message, which we do well to keep in mind. 
the study of the Word that we are to make in 1918, two name-analyses of the books of the 
The first is evangelistic in its prevailing thought, and is as follows. 
The othe’ evangelical or Christo-centric, will be given in an early issue of the Times. 


“Come, for all things are now ready.”—Luke 14 : 17 


But each 
To help in 


Micah—Look and live (watch tower prophecy). 
Nahum—Behold, the mountains quake ! 
Habakkuk—But there's light ahead. 
Zephaniah—So sing, as you go. 

Haggai—-Work as you go. 

Zechariah—** For the Lord shall yet comfort Zion." 
Malachi—Lo! His Messenger ! 


The Gospels and Acts 
Matthew—The Messiah is here ! 


Mark—His wonderful works prove him. 
Luke - He is a friend of sinners. 
John—He is The Son of God! 
Acts.—He is at God's right hand for us! 


The Epistles and Revelation 


Romans— Come to him for righteousness. 

1 Corinthians—For all the gifts of his grace. 

2 Corinthians—For comfort and riches. 

Galatians-—-For freedom and power. 

Ephesians—For fulness of life. 

Philippiens— Take him for joy. 

Colossians—‘* Ye are complete in him.” 

1 Thessalonians—He is surely coming again! 

2 Thessalonians—But wait and work till he comes. 

1 Timothy—Guard the Gospel. 

2 Timothy—Guard the witness. 

Titus—Adorn the doctrine. 

Philemon—Be kind to all for his sake. 

Hebrews—He is our intercessor at the throne. 

James—Work out his salvation. 

1 Peter—‘* To you who believe he is precious.” 

2 Peter.—To you who believe he is gracious—and glorious. 
} John—He is the life. 

2 John—He is the truth. 

3 John—He is the way. 

eee is able to keep you from falling. 
evelation—Avnd to present you faultless at his appearing. 








Held Up! 
By One Who Trusts God 


S A CHRISTIAN woman, I recently had an op- 

portunity to test God’s sufficiency in what most 
people would agree were terribly practical circum- 
stances. 

It was late at night; very late. Midnight had 
passed, for a train was late, and the last street car 
was missed; and so I had to walk home about one 
o’clock that night in the Indiana town where I lived, 

I had reached a lonely part of the city, where the 
houses are far apart; and on the outskirts of the city 
park I was suddenly confronted by a “hold-up” man. 
With startling swiftness he had demanded my money, 
then immediately he had knocked me down, and was 
clutching me by my throat. 

One thinks pretty swiftly at such a time; but here 
was the miracle: the sense of God’s presence was so 
vivid with me,—indeed, I was so sure that “He would 
take care of me,”—that I confidently raised my voice 
in prayer, for his protection. And at this, my 
hold-up man, after a little hesitation, crept shame- 
facedly away, without hurting me in the least. 

How can I but believe that it was a clear case of 
God’s interference? - For the man had been very 
insulting and threatening. in both his language and 
his manner. 

A few minutes Jater a policeman appeared. ‘The 





sight of such a human protector made me feel, how- 
ever, as though I had verily stepped down from 
“the heavenly places,” so vital, so all embracing had 
been my sense of God’s immediate presence and 
power. It seemed almost trivial, almost a sacrilege 
to appeal to human help when my Almighty God was 
so real, and such a “present help in time of trouble.” 

Some time later I was sought out by other police- 
men, who were hoping that the hold-up man might 
be caught and brought to justice. But I could not 
heip praying earnestly for him, that God’s own Holy 
Spirit might deal with him and convict him of his 
sin. From what I saw of the man, that night, he was 
apparently not over thirty years of age, and a young 
man of refinement. Surely God can lead him to re- 
pentance and the new lif@ in Christ Jesus. Surely it 
is regeneration, rather than a term in the penitentiary, 
that he needs. It would be a simple matter for the 
Holy Spirit to lead him into some evangelistic meet- 
ing and there show him the light. 

The next time you sing the hymn, “God will take 
care of you,” remember that it is true. 

A German pastor was translating one of the 
Psalms from the German, for my benefit, soon after 
my deliverance, and I rejoiced as he read, “They 
that put their trust in him shall never be put to 
shame !” 

It- was a “hold-up” experience that God had per- 
mitted me to have; bt how gloriously my Lord 
himself held me up, that the “hold-up” power of the 
Adversary might be turned inte impotence. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 20 (Mark x : 21-45) 
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How Three Teachers Prepare to Teach the Lesson 


Two use note-books, and the third a scrap-book 
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A Loose-Leaf Plan that “Makes Good ” 


WELL-STUDIED Sunday-school lesson has a 

permanent value which can be made productive 

at any time by just a little use of what may be 
called business method, The plan is simple and can 
be started any week in the year. There need be no 
cost except some paper of uniform size, though a 
better plan is to buy a loose-leaf holder of convenient 
size and one hundred sheets of paper, with perfora- 
tions, to fit the holder. The paper should be quad- 
rille ruled, and a aaqunates size is 634 x 334 inches. 
Use a larger rather than a smaller size sheet. The 
holder should have one-inch rings. You do not even 
need an index. The holder will cost about $1.65, and 
100 sheets of paper can be bought for 30 cents. This 
amount of paper will last about two years, and the 
holder will not be full for at least five years, The 
method is not an expensive one, so that even the high 
cost of living need not deter one from trying it. 

When you are ready to study your lesson for a 
particular Sunday take one sheet of the paper. On 
the left-hand upper. corner mark the date, place the 
title in the center and the Scripture location in the 
right-hand upper corner. You will file by means of 
this Scripture. Now turn the sheet over and write 
the Golden Text at the top, with the location, and 
you are ready for business. One plan is to place all 
notes on the title side which give information, and on 
the Golden Text side all sentences and catch words 
to be used in application. Illustrations can be placed 
at the bottom of the first page. If in preparation you 
use such a book as Peloubet’s Notes, the catch word 
of a story or any other point can be followed with 
the capital letter P’ You thus have this volume to 
refer to since most people keep this and other val- 
uable books unless they are philanthropic enough to 
mail them to a missionary at the end of each year. 
Clip the very helpful stories from the Times and 
paste in a scrap or loose-leaf book, and refer to these 
by page or letter of index page. Dates and geo- 
graphical locations would naturally have a place near 
the top of the title page. 

A Sunday-school lesson is as carefully studied as a 
text of expository sermon. A valuable fund of in- 
formation has thus been assembled. ‘It is certainly too 
valuable to throw away. Now the loose-leaf holder 
offers the most convenient way of filing for future 
use. Just open the rings of the holder and locate 
the sheet in the biblical order. Then when you, Mr. 
Preacher, use a particular text, or you, Mr. Layman, 
lead a meeting, just turn to your file and much that 
you will need is waiting for this further use. It 
would be be a strange carpenter who always bought a 
new saw when he had*to saw another board. Even 
if the old saw was dull he could soon sharpen it. 

All know that the Sunday-school lessons run in 
cycles. In a few years, at the most, the same chap- 
ters will be again chosen by the LeSson Committee. 
Always study your lessons as if it were a new theme, 
then turn to your loose-leaf book and note your pre- 
vious studies on that same passage. The writer be- 
gan the plan in 1904, and now has three distinct 
studies on most of the lesson material. If prayer- 
meeting subjects are treated in the above manner the 
accumulation of “studies” is that much larger, and 
hence the more valuable for future use. If a min- 
ister follows this plan he will turn to his loose-leaf 
book in connection with the preparation of every ser- 
mon and will generally find at least the foundation 
for his textual lighthouse. Of course the first 
draft of sermonic studies can-be filed in the same 
manner. 

The accumulation of “studies” can never become 
cumbersome. Each sheet is located in the exact or- 
der according to the.books of the Bibles When the 
first holder has reached its capacity buy a new one 
and let it receive the New Testament lessons, and 
when either is filled get a thir¢ holder and use it 
for lessons beginning with Acts. 

You will need just one more article in your equip- 
ment and that can be homemade. You should have a 
pocket to carry a number of loose-leaf sheets without 
wrinkling. This pocket can be a fibroid envelope, or 
you can get a piece of black leather; stiffen with paste- 
board and sew the short ends. Any shoemaker can 
do the sewing. Now you can study your lesson any- 
where and will never need to forget a good point, 
for you will put it down at once on the sheet that is 
growing that particular lesson. Many will wish to 
head a quarter’s lesson sheets in advance and thus be 
able to “pigeonhole” the good things early. When 
review Sunday comes it is a simple matter to re- 
Study the thirteen sheets, and you are ready for the 
most exacting class. 

This plan of preserving the result of study is earn- 





estly commended to every theological student, as well 
as to every one who is just taking that first class as 
a teacher of the Uniform Lessons. The method is, 
of course, good for all and can be entered upon at 
any time, but like compound interest the early begin- 
ning is-especially appreciated in the later years when 
the accumulation is fascinatingly large. Teachers of 
Graded Lessons will find this plan unusually helpful, 
for after they have taught their course once they will 
have this valuable fund of information to help them 
when teaching the course again. 

During the past four years the writer has taught a 
Sunday-school class of teachers on Saturday nights in 
the Y. M. C. A., and the “studies” of previous years 
have made the work of teaching much easier, Then, 
too, the class is receiving the benefit of more than 
one careful study of that particular portion of Scrip- 
ture. Study every lesson, whether you are to teach 
it or not, otherwise six years later you may turn in 
vain to your loose-leaf book and remember, with 
regret, that you were on a vacation or that it was 
Children’s Day.— Samuel D. Price, D.D., Superinten- 
dent of the Surplus Material Department of the 
W orld’s Sunday School Association, 216 Metropolitan 
Tower, New York. 








The Master’s Touch 


“He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she 
arose, and ministered unto him” (Matt. 8: 15) 





When, at last summer's Victorious Life Conference at 
Princeton, Dr. Griffith Thomas in one of his addresses 
read these verses, they made adeep impression. They 
will now be welcomed by many as a particularly beau- 
tiful “‘sidelight’’ on the Sunday-school lesson for Jan. 20 


“ E touched her hand, and the fever left her.”” 
He touched her hand, as He only can, 
With the wondrous skill of the Great Physician, 
With the tender touch of the Son of Man. 
And the fever-pain in the throbbing temples 
Died out with the flush on brow and cheek, 
And the lips that had been so parched and burning 
Trembled with thanks that she could not speak. 
And the eyes where the fever-light had faded 
Looked up, by her grateful tears made dim, 
And she rose and ministered in her household, 
She rose and ministered unto Him. 


*¢ He touched her hand, and the fever left her.” 
Oh, we need his touch on our fevered hands! 
The cool, still touch of the Man of Sorrows, 
Who knows us, and loves us, and understands, 
So many a life is one long fever! 
A fever of anxious suspense and care, 
A fever of getting, a fever of fretting, 
A fever of hurrying here and there. 
Ah, what if in winning the praise of others 
We miss at the last the King’s ‘“‘ Well done’? 
If our self-sought tasks in the Master’s vineyard 
Yield ‘nothing but leaves” at the set of sun? 


*‘ He touched her hand, and the fever left her.” 
Oh, blessed touch of the Man Divine! 
So beautiful then to arise and serve Him, 
When the fever is gone from your life and mine: 
It may be the fever of restless serving, 
With heart all thirsty for love and praise, 
And eyes all aching and strained with yearning 
Toward self-set goals in the future days. 
Or it may be the fever of spirit anguish, 
Some tempest of sorrow that dies not down, 
Till the cross at last is in meekness lifted, 
And the head stoops low for the thorny crown, 
Or it may be a fever of pain and anger, 
When the wounded spirit is hard to bear, 
And only the Lord can draw forth the arrows 
Left carelessly, cruelly rankling there. 


Whatever the fever, his touch can heal it; 
Whatever the tempest, his voice can still; 

There is only joy as we seek his pleasure ; 
There is only rest as we choose his will. 

And some day, after life’s fitful fever, 
I think we shall say, in the home on high, 

‘«‘If the hands that he touched but did his bidding, 
How little it matters what else went by!”’ 

Ah, Lord! thou knowest us altogether, 
Each heart’s sore sickness, whatever it be; 

Touch Thou our hands! Let the fever leave us, 
And so shall we minister unto Thee. 


Edith Gilling Cherry. 


To be had, with ‘‘ Whatsoever”’ and other leaflets, at 6 cents a 
dozen, 20 cents for fifty, post free, from “‘ E G. C.."* Mildmay House, 
Old Town Street, Plymouth. England 
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Making Your Own Lesson Scrap-Book 


How many Primary teachers have ever made and 
used in their teaching a scrap-book? If you have 
not tried it, do so right away. Whether you use the 
Graded Lessons or the Uniform, you can use it to 
advantage. 

Buy a large scrap-book, such as children often use 
for pasting pictures; or, better still, buy fifty-two 
sheets of heavy white paper about twelve inches 
square, or twelve wide by fourteen long. For the 
first Sunday of the Sunday-school year illustrate the 
lesson story with pictures cut from magazines and 
advertisements. Use enough pictures to tell the story 
clearly, using only one page of your scrap-book, or 
one of your loose sheets of paper. Select as pretty 
and as appropriate pictures as you can find. And as 
you have your class gathered about you, and tell 
them the story of the lesson, show them the scrap- 
book page, explaining the pictures to ‘them. 

Next week use another page of your book, or an- 
other sheet of your paper, and illustrate your second 
lesson in a similar manner. And from week to week 
prepare your lesson and scrap-book in this same way. 

In a few weeks you will become so enthusiastic 
over your plan that you will be on a_ constant 
search for suitable pictures. You will begin on Sun- 
day to study your next Sunday’s lesson, and every 
day will find you on the hunt for pictures. You will 
search the advertisements in all the new and old 
magazines, and, oh, the joy of finding the very 
picture you had looked and longed for! 

When you have your lesson story in your mind, 
and the picture story on your page, then briefly write 
or print the story on the page under and between the 
pictures, Head each page with the lesson number 
and subject. And at the bottom of the page write or 
print the memory text. 

You will find your own and your pupils’ interest in 
the lessons growing deeper from week to week. It 
becomes a fascinating game, and you will be doubly 
repaid for all the time and effort it requires. 

If you use the loose leaves for your book, which is 
the better plan, you can have them bound at the end 
of the year into a most attractive book. Or you can 
have the leaves punched and bound together into a 
lovely loose-leaf scrap-book. I had mine bound 
beautifully at one of the: publishing houses for a very 
small sum; and had my name, grade, and Sunday- 
school lettered on the outside in gold. 

I would not take anything for this book, and the 
making of it meant more to me than I could possibly 
tell in words.—Allie M. Taylor, Primary Super- 
intendent of the Addison Avenue Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Sunday-school, Nashville, Tenn. 


wg 


How to Use the Note-Book 


N A CLASS of girls in the difficult early teen age, 

note-book work proved a decided help in holding 
attention and in making the teaching definite. Each 
girl made herself a small note-book for the Quarter; 
and every Sunday, near the close of the lesson period, 
the girls selected some “catch-word name” for the 
lesson. Often it consisted of one or two words sug- 
gesting the central thought that had just been pre- 
sented ; sometimes it was simply the name of an im- 
portant character in the lesson. This “catch-word 
name,” together with the Golden Text and sometimes 
one or two other items, was recorded in the note- 
book each week, and frequently during the Quarter, 
as well as at its close, the note-books were made the 
basis of quick reviews in class. The lesson names 
that the girls themselves had chosen seemed to mean 
more to them than the regular lesson titles as re- 
corded in the Quarterlies. 

In the same class, after persistent effort by the 
teacher, most of the girls acquired the habit of carry- 
ing a Bible or Testament to the school each Sunday, 
and preparing the answers to the one or two lesson 
questions that were given out on slips of paper a 
week in advance.—An Arizona Sunday-school Worker. 


A storagz battery of God-given power is every 
passage of Scripture committed to memory. The ideal 
plan for Bible memorizing is to be found in the Bible 
Success Band Booklets. A. C. Dixon, in a message 
in the beautiful 1918 Booklet, says: “I can think of 
nothing that will do more to make the Christian life 
a success.” A single copy costs 15 cents, but by or- 
dering ten or more you may secure them at the rate 
of 12 cents a copy. You may order from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 20. JESUS AT WORK 


Mark I : 21-45 


Golden Text.—We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day.—John 9 : 4 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
NEWSPAPER in Manchester, England, pub- 
Aisies some months ago a letter from a British 
transport captain, describing how he had just 
lost twenty of his men, though they were nearly a 
dozen miles from the front, 

“IT was at a crossroads, and a vast amount of traf- 
fic was moving by it—guns and wagons and panting 
motor lorries and officers on horseback and ambu- 
lances. Far in front hung motionless in the air the 
long row of balloons that marked the front. 

“It endured perhaps but two seconds before it pre- 
cipitated that frightful tragedy toward which it was 
moving, but every second was an age, Every man 
who heard it held his breath, Now the whistle 
changed to a sudden plunging roar. A quarter of a 
ton was falling headlong through space and yet in- 
visible. A rocking crash, and up from the road leaped 
a volcano of black earth and smoke and stones. The 
whole air filled itself with shrieking bits of metal, 
whirling swathes of dust and choking fumes. Horses 
were plunging, men cursing. Above all rang the 
screams of mortal agony. 

I gazed with horror toward the spot and saw a 
wagon lying with its wheels up in a ditch, its horses 
lying motionless near by. In the grass by the road- 
side lay some inert figures of men whose absolute 
motionlessness told its own tale, 

“One thought of the homes suddenly emptied far 
away, of mothers and wives and children that would 
wait in vain. And it has all been done by the unseen 
hand that had just pulled a string fifteen miles away.” 

That is war. Ask the class to keep the picture in 
mind as they pass on to another picture, of what hap- 
pened during a single Sabbath day when the Prince of 
Peace was on this earth. 

Our Background Material 

To show how important the different Gospels are 
to each other, give the class the following: 

Our Lord’s baptism occurred perhaps in January, 
A. D. 27,. The blessedly crowded Sabbath day of to- 
day’s lesson was in the winter of A. D. 28, about a 
year later. Immediately after the baptism there fol- 
lowed the temptation of Jesus, in the wilderness of 
Judea, in newenery and part of March; then the wit- 
ness of John the Baptist to Jesus in Bethany beyond 
Jordan, and Jesus’ calling of the first disciples there; 
the first miracle in Cana of Galilee in March; in April 
the first cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem, and 
our Lord’s wonderful discourse with Nicodemus 
about being born again; that summer there followed 
Jesus’ ministry in Judea, with the imprisonmerit of 
John the Baptist occurring that autumn, when Jesus 
left Judea and in December had his talk with the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well; during this winter 
A. D. 28 he was at Nazareth, and was rejected there; 
then came the call of the fishermen near Capernaum 
(in last Sunday’s lesson); the miraculous draft of 
fishes; and now the Sabbath day in Capernaum. 
These events, with the material from each of the four 
Gospels describing them, are given in an invaluable 
little working tool for teachers and members of 
classes, Dr. M. B. Riddle’s “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 10 
cents; cloth, board covers, 25 cents). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain Sevepregne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Show the class how important a city Capernaum 
was, and why (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1). 

Have the class count the number of times the word 
“straightway” occurs in this lesson and note the con- 
text in each case. Show how characteristic it is of the 
Gospel of Mark, which was “undoubtedly written in 
such a way as to impress the Romans, for as the 
average Roman cared little for teaching, but a great 
deal for action, the deeds of Christ are emphasized 
in this Gospel rather than his words.” There seems 
also to be no doubt that Mark’s Gospel represents 
Peter’s influence, perhaps even Peter’s dictation; and 
Peter was a “straightway” man, prompt and swift in 
his actions, It is very striking that the word 
“straightway,” occurring only seven times in Matthew 
and once in Luke, is found forty-two times in Mark. 
(These facts are brought out in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
pamphlet “How to Study the Gospel of Mark”; 3 
cents each, two for 5 cents, from. the Times.) 

An admirable plan for teaching the entire lesson jin 
three sections is worked out by Mrs, Askew (1, and 
throughout the. remainder of her article). 


Additional Material for Teachers: Matt. 4: 23-25; Luke 4: 16-22, 
- 


Primary Memory Verse: And he healed many that were sick. 
—Mark 1: 34. 
Junior Memory Verse: Matt. 4: 23. 
Intermediate Topic : The Power and Sympathy of Jesus. 
Memory Verse: Gal. 6: 2. 
Senior and Adult Topic: Jesus Meeting Human Needs. 
Additional Material: Matt. 9: 35-38; 11: 28-30; Luke8: 1-3. 











{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 1 : 21-34] 

21 And they go into Capernaum; and straightway on the 
sabbath day he entered into the synagogue and taught. 
22 And they were astonished at his teaching: for he taught 
them as having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And 
straightway there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 saying, What have we 
to do with thee, Jesus thou Nazarene? art thou come to de- 
stroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One _ of 
God. 25 And Jesus rebuked 1! him, saying, Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. 26 And the unclean spirit, 2 tearing 
him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And 
they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, What is this? a new teaching! with au- 
thority he commandeth even the unclean spirits, and they 
obey him. 28 And the report of him went out straightway 

everywhere into all the region of Galilee round about. 

29 And straightway, * when they were come out of the 
synagogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with * James and John. 30 Now Simon’s wife’s mother lay 
sick of a fever; and straightway they tell him of her: 
31 and he came and took her by the hand, and raised her 
up; and the fever left her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto 
him all that were sick, and them that were © possessed with 
demons. 33 And all the city was gathered together at the 
door. 34 And he healed many that were sick with divers 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he suffered not 
the demons to speak, because they knew him*®. 


10Or, it 2Or, convulsing *Some ancient authorities 
read when he was come out of the synagogue, he came 
&c. *Or, Jacob Or, demoniacs ® Many ancient au- 
thorities add to be Christ. See Lk. 4.41. 
The Amierican’ Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson Sons . 








Get the views of the class as to how Jesus. may have 
shown his “authority” in his teaching (v. 23). Let 
us not forget that he was and is God, and taught as 
only God can teach. Suggestions as to his. showing 
his authority are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(IV, 6); Mr. Ridgway (1); the contrast with what 
worshipers were accustomed to hear (Dr. Mackie, 1). 

Then God and an unclean spirit are face to face 
with each other (v. 23). Don’t for a moment let any 
in the class suppose that the unclean or evil spirits 
mentioned throughout the New Testament in such 
passages as this mean simply the sinful human spirit 
or the sinful human nature of men. What faced 
Jesus was the actual tenanting of, a human body by 
another being, another person, another personality, 
another life: an evil spirit apart from the spirit of 
the man yet dwelling within his body. Demons are 
discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2, 3). 

Why did not Jesus permit this evil spirit to con- 
tinue to tell the people who He was? An answer is 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3), For additional 
facts of this miracle of healing, given by a physician, 
see Luke’s account (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 5). 

Notice that Jesus, who came to destroy the works 
of the devil (1 John 3:8), was confronted by three 
different hostile attacks of Satan against human be- 
ings in this lesson. First, Satan in the person of one 
of his evil-spirit hosts was possessing the body of a 
human being. Second, Satan through disease was 
injuring the bodies of human beings. Third, Satan 
was purposing to destroy by death the body of a hu- 
man being, a leper. And in every case Jesus destroyed 
the works of Satan. “All that were sick” in an Orien- 
tal city of that day must have been enough to fill a 
good many modern hospitals. But think how they 
went away from Jesus’ door. See Mrs. Askew’s 
comment (2). The Additional Material for Teachers 
shows, from the Matthew passage (4: 23-25), that 
even more sick persons from the country at large 
were brought to Jesus, and he healed them. The 
beautiful verses on page 5, “The Master’s 'Touch,” 
might well. .be read aloud at this:point in the class. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Jesus told the Good News; and Jesus did good 
things. “Preaching and casting out demons” (v. 39). 
He proclaimed and he practised. .He witnessed and 
he worked. Those are the two things he asks every 
born-again one to do,—every follower of his, every 
member of his body. We are to tell.others the Good 
News that Christ has paid the. penalty: of their sin 
and has broken the power of their sin. We are to 
accompany the telling; of .this Good. News: by good 





acts ourselves: services of love and helpfulness in 
every possible way. And above all we are not only to 
tell others the Good News, but we are to see that 
they accept it, thus making sure that they are set 
free. We must preach them:and pray them through. 


Teaching Points 


Jesus was a good Jew; on the Sabbath day he went 
to the synagogue. Let us never forget that true 
Judaism is Christianity; and true Christianity is 
Judaism,—not Christ-rejecting Judaism, but Christ- 
accepting Judaism, as God intended (Matt. 5: 17, 18). 

The evil spirit’s frightened cry, “Art thou come to 
destroy us” (v. 24), is a reminder of the final end 
of Satan and his evil-spirit hosts (Rev. 20: 10, 15). 

It was a Golden Day in the history of Capernaum, 
as Emanuel, God with them, opened the windows 
of heaven and poured out his blessings wholesale. 
Is it not a foregleam_of the blessing and healing 
that will prevail throughout this hitherto disease- 
stricken, sin-enslaved world during the Golden Age 
when Jesus is again present on earth? 

People who had never expected to be well again 
were thrilling with health such as they had never 
before known the meaning of. Whom do you know, 
so sin-stricken that he never expects to be well from 
it, and yet who can, if you bring him to Jesus, thrill 
with yet unknown joys of new life in Christ? 

This all-healing, all-saving, Satan-destroying, joy- 
bringing Jesus was rejected in that same land and 
day. Why? 

Not only in view of what was before him, but also 
in view of what was behind him, what he had done, 
Jesus went apart for special prayer (v. 35). This is 
a challenging lesson to us that we take time for 
special prayer after blessedly glorious spiritual ex- 
periences or times of service (Dr. Thomas, I, 4). 

Why Jesus took time for prayer, and why we 
should (Dr. Griffith Thomas, IV, 7). 

What happened when a certain minister did not 
do it “straightway” (Round Table, 3). 

Jesus not only began things, he finished: them. 
There is something more important than being a be- 
ginner (Round Table, 1). 

Are we working as though this day might be our 
last? Tell the class what the great Christian 
McCheyne had on the dial of his watch (Round 
Table, 2). 

Jesus did not substitute good resolutions for get- 
ting things done. “To this end came I forth. And 
he went” (vs. 38, 39). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

How did Jesus get permission to teach in the 
synagogue? (v. 21.) 

What do you suppose he may have taught them 
that day? (v. 22.) 

Is there any recorded case earlier than this in the 
Bible of the casting out of an evil spirit from a hu- 
man being? 

Why should God permit demon-possession of a 
human being? ~ 

What evidences do you see of Jesus’ increasing 
popularity in this lesson? 

What teaching of Jesus was “new”? (v. 27.) 

Is there any record of Jesus ever declining to heal 
any one who came to him for healing? 

Why did Jesus need to pray? 

Did the leper doubt, or believe? 

Did the healed leper commit a sin in disobeying 
Jesus? (v. 45.) 

A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
{For the teacher te give the class a week ahead. The 


suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Forgiving Sin (Mark 2: 1-12). 


If there is one thing that we could conceive of as 
being harder for God to do than anything else, it 
must be the forgiving of sin. Not because God is an 
unloving or unforgiving God, but because he is a 
holy God; he cannot overlook or condone sin. Yet 
God forgives siti; and now we see Jesus, who is God, 
doing this supremest thing in even God’s work. 

What accounted for the crowd in the house? 


What may have been the cause of this man’s sick- 
ness? 


Did Jesus here boldly declare his own deity? 


What did Jesus say his healing of the man would 
prove? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 20 (Mark 1 : 21-45) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Connection.—It is thought by many that Christ’s 
frst rejection at Nazareth (6:1-6; Luke 4: 14-30) 
occurred before the removal to Capernaum (v. 21; 
Matt. 4:13; Luke 4:31), which became his home 
and center in Galilee. 

Time.—The winter of A. D. 28. 

Mark’s Gospel.—Part of the long section covering 
the ministry in Galilee from 1:14 to 9: 50. 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), Pp. 104-108; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Co.; paper, 10 
cents; stiff covers, 25 cents), sections 32-35; Croscup, 
“Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 39- 
42; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 
75 cents), Index: Capernaum and Galilee. The vol- 
ume on Mark in the Expositor’s Bible (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, 75 cents net) is always sug- 
gestive, For the subject of demoniacal possession, 
see “Demon Possession and Allied Themes,” by 
Nevius (Revell, $1.50 net). 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Morning (vs. 21-28). Capernaum was on the sea- 
shore and was important, because on the highway 
from Egypt to the East. Authorities differ as to its 
identification to-day, some favoring what is called 
Tell-Hum (where there are the ruins of a very old 
synagogue) or Khan Minyeh. The former is fa- 
vored by Dr. Kyle. The entrance into the syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day indicates Christ’s custom 
of weekly public worship, His teaching with author- 
ity was contrasted with that of the scribes because 
they were in the habit of repeating what great 
teachers of former davs had said. Christ’s instruc- 
tion was given with direct personal authority. (1) 

The man with an unclean spirit represents a fea- 
ture in Christ’s ministry which must be carefully 
distinguished from ordinary illness and disease. 
There is no doubt that a f ir and natural reading of 
the Gospels finds Christ’s recognition that men were 
possessed by evil spirits. Perhaps this was a special 
outburst of déemoniacal power, permitted by God 
during our Lord’s ministry in order to show His 
still greater power. The unclean spirit in the man 
cried out, asking what there was in common between 
the spirits and Jesus. (2) ; 

The spirits wondered whether he had come into the 
world to ruin them (v. 24), and they bore testimony 
to him, as “the Holy One of God” (Luke 1:35; John 
6:69; Acts 3:14). But he would not allow them to 
bear testimony to him, since he did not wish it from 
such a quarter; and so ordering the unclean spirit to 
depart, the result was obedience, but with parting 
maliciousness (v. 26). Thus at the outset Christ 
showed that he had come to put himself in conflict 
with the devil and all his works, according to the 
prophecy in Eden (Gen, 3:15). (3) 

Noon (vs. 29-31). Coming out of the synagogue, 
Christ entered into the house of his disciples, Simon 
and Andrew, and it is probable that he made this his 
home, as he had none of his own in Capernaum 
(6:3; Matt. 13:56). Simon’s mother-in-law (note 
Peter as a married man, 1 Cor. 9:5) was sick with a 
great fever, and in answer to their immediate notifi- 
cation, Christ made an equally prompt response, and 
thus both in the home and also in the synagogue his 
healing power was realized. 


Evening (vs. 32-34). After the Sabbath was over 
and the law would not be broken by their action, the 
people brought to Christ all that were sick and those 
who were possessed with evil spirits. The crowd 
was great as they gathered at the door of the house. 
The same beautiful responsiveness was seen, as case 
after case was healed; but again he would not allow 
the demons to speak, because he did not wish any 
such testimony. Note the literal meaning of the 
word “disease,” “dis-ease,” absenc: of ease. 


Next Morning (vs. 35-39). Long.before it was 
day, Christ went out into a desert place for com- 
munion with God, doubtless in view of what he had 
done and also of what was before him. The tour 
that followed is generally thought to be the first 
Preaching tour in Galilee (Luke 4: 42-44), though 
its duration is quite unknown. (4) 


That Day (vs. 40-45). During this tour Christ was 
met by a leper, a man afflicted by one of the most 
loathsome of diseases. It was sometimes cured, but 
the process was slow. The man had to suffer solitude 
and banishment, lest those around him should become 
unclean (Num. 12:12; 2 Kings 5:7). His faith in 
the ability of Christ is clear, but he was uncertain in 
regard to willingness (v. 40); but with characteristic 
compassion Christ did not hesitate to touch ‘him and 
at once to show both will and power. The man was 
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urged to go immediately and say nothing about the 
cure except through fulfilment of the law (Lev. 13). 
The priest would thus recognize the power of Jesus 
Christ. Leprosy is always regarded as a symbol of 
sin, and there are twelve cases recorded in the Gos- 
pels, ten being together (14:3; Luke 17: 12). 

Some think that the testimony (v. 44) was intended 
against the Jewish authorities (Mark 6:11; Luke 
9:5). But the man either could not or would not 
keep quiet, and his announcement of the- matter pre- 
vented Jesus from entering openly into the city, 
though, while he remained in desert places, he was 
not unknown, for people came to him from every 
quarter. 

II. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matt. 4: 23-25; Luke 4: 16-22, 31-44. 

The Additional Material for teachers should be 
noted as follows: 1. Matthew 4: 23-25 is a summary 
of Christ’s work in Galilee, of which this lesson has 
several instances or specimens. By “teaching” he 
proclaimed his message; by “preaching” he applied 
it; by “healing” he illustrated it. 

2. Luke’s account calls for special comparison with 
Mark’s, because Luke was a physician and. disciple; 
the demoniac is noted as a man with “a spirit of un- 
clean demon,” Simon’s mother-in-law as having a 
great fever, and the leper as “full of leprosy.” (5) 


III. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: The Power and Sympathy of 
Jesus. (Memory Verse: Gal. 6:2). The lesson is 
full of the two thoughts of Christ’s power and sym- 
pathy: (1) some have power without sympathy; (2) 
others have sympathy without power. (3) Christ had 
both, for to him feeling was always expressed by 
action, and action was the outcome of feeling. (4) So 
should it be with us, for, as Paul says (Gal. 6:2), we 
are to bear one another’s burdens, showing both sym- 
pathy and, to the utmost of our power, ability as the 
proof of our true feeling. Thus, we shall imitate our 
Lord’s example and “fulfill the law of Christ.” 


Senior-and Adult Topic: Jesus Meeting Human 
Needs. (Additional Material: Matt. 9: 35-38; 11: 
28-30; Luke 8: 1-3.) 1. The passage in Matthew 9: 
35-38 is a striking illustration of the way in which 
Jesus met the needs of those around him: (1) he saw, 
with keen and sympathetic observation; (2) he felt, 
being moved with compassion; (3) he knew, for the 
people were distressed and scattered like sheep with- 
out a shepherd; (4) he acted, by calling his disciples 
to earnest prayer and then sending them forth to an- 
swer their-own prayers (10:1).°:As-a-modern writer, 
Montefiore, a Jew, has said, “So far as we know, this 
pity for the sinner was a new ‘note in religious 
history.” 

2. In Matthew 11: 28-30 we have the spiritual needs 
mentioned and met. Because “all things” had been 
delivered ‘unto Christ by his Father (v. 27), he in- 
vited the weary and heavy-laden to come to_ him. 
There were two appeals: “Come unto me” and “Learn 
of me.” The result would be a two-fold rest, one 
given (v. 28), and the other found (v. 29), one the 
result of coming, and the other the result of learning. 


3. In Luke 8: 1-3 reference is made to the good tid- 
ings preached by Christ and his disciples, together 
with the healing of those who were troubled by 
demons and infirmities. .Preaching and healing, bless- 
ing the soul and the body, these summed up every- 
thing that Christ did. And so we may think of Christ 
in the light of Paul’s promise, “My God shall supply 
every need of yours” (Phil. 4: 19). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. Witnessing to God. It is significant that in 
verses 22 and 27 the outstanding feature that im- 
pressed those around Christ was his “authority,” for 
he both spoke and worked in this way. There was 
the certitude of truth and the certainty of power. It 
is this assurance that constitutes perhaps the most 
valuable and welcome feature in Christ’s Gospel to- 
day. He still speaks and acts “with authority,” and 
those who receive him as Saviour and Friend are 
able to say “I know” (2 Tim. 1:12), because they 
have the certainty of those things in which they have 
been instriicted (Luke 1:4). (6) 


2. Working for God. Each incident of the lesson 
illustrates Christ’s activity, whether in the synagogue, 
or in the home, or in the city, or on the highway. At 
every point he is opposed by and to evil, and at the 
same time he shows sympathy and power. He heals 
and helps, and this is still the way in which by his 
Spirit he works on our behalf. 


3. Waiting on God. It is most: striking that in 
view of the full record of this day’s toil, reference 
should be made to our Lord’s going aside for a quiet, 
free time of prayer and fellowship with God (v. 35). 
Like the Servant of Jehovah, he constantly went apart 
to listen to God and to receive further instructions 
(Isa. 50:4). Then, too, the strain of his work, in- 
volving pressure on soul, mind, heart, and body, ne- 
cessitated recupération from the only Source, God 
himself. This beautiful balance of praying and 
pee has a special message for us. A chaplain in 
ndia, 
an interview with Lord Kitchener. 


eeling strongly about certain matters, sought 
When “the time 


i 


appointed came, he was charged by the official who 


conducted him to be very brief, as Lord Kitchener 
had little time to waste on matters not connected with 
his office. But the man felt that his business was of 
the first importance, and was not willing that he 
should be disposed of as a mere formality. “Well, 
what is your business?” “My Lord,” was the answer, 
“it is not mine, it is Another’s, and first of all I want 
to consult him.” “You mean,” said Kitchener, “that 
you wish to pray? Then pray, by all means.” He 
understood and allowed for the fire in the man’s soul, 
and so let him have all the time he wanted. “Prayer 
makes a man a magazine of power.” Dr. Payson, 
when a student, said, “Since I began to beg God’s 
blessing on my studies, I have done more work in one 
week than in the whole year before.” Luther, when 
most depressed with his gigantic toil, said, “I have so 
much to do to-day that I cannot get on without three 
hours of praying.” That fine British soldier, General 
Havelock, rose at four, if the hour for marching was 
six, rather than lose the precious privilege of com- 
munion with God before setting out. (7) 


V. Leading Questions 


Why did Christ settle at Capernaum, though always 
known as “Jesus of Nazareth”? 


What other impressions are found in the Gospels as 
made by the teaching of Christ? 


What did,the demoniac mean by the two questions 
and the one statement? 


Why was the evil spirit rebuked? 

What was the immediate outcome of this miracle in 
the synagogue? Compare it with others in the Gos- 
pels. 

What may be learned from the various records in 
the Gospels of people possessed with demons? 


Why did Christ silence the testimony of the leper? 
What law was he to observe? (Lev. 14.) 


Why did Christ spend time in prayer? 
Why did he not respond to Peter’s invitation? 
Wyc irre CoLitece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


‘7 WAS during the first Galilean ministry, of 
which our lesson is in part the record, that. the 
striking incident in the synagogue at Nazareth, re- 
corded by Luke (Luke 4: 14-21), occurred. As it 
was there that our Lord defined his first-advent min- 
istry, the event, as suggested by the Lesson Com- 
mittee in the “Additional Material,” should be woven 
into our present lesson, if we are to understand the 
scope and purpose of that mission. 

The two comings of Messiah in the world are, in 
the prophets, seen in one horizon, or view. It is the 
New Testament which reveals that between the first 
and the second coming the whole present, or church, 
age intervenes. Christ is “Son of Abraham,” and as 
such ‘the Blesser of “all families of the earth” (Gen. 
12:3), the Redeemer. He is also Son of David, and 
as such earth’s coming King. In the synagogue at 
Nazareth he made it clear that his advent of that 
time was unto redemption, as he said (Luke 4: 18, 
19): “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

He read those words, as “he opened the book, and 
found the place where it was written,” from the 
prophet Isaiah 61:1, 2. But nothing in it all is more 
remarkable than the point in that chapter where he 
ceased to read, In the English of Isaiah 61: 2 there is 
just ‘a comma between “the acceptable year of the 
Lord” and “the day of vengeance of our God.” His- 
torically, nearly two thousand years have come in at 
that comma; but just as surely will the reading be 
finished some time.’ The “acceptable year of the 
Lord” was at Christ’s first coming, when he offered 
redemption, coming “not to judge but to save” (John 
3:17). “The day of vengeance of our God” will be 
at Christ’s second coming, when he will come in 
judgment (Matt. 25: 31-46; Rev. 20: 12). 

Doucraston, Lone IsLanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Teachers.—On the sabbath day he entered into the 
synagogue and taught (v: 21). Jesus went to church. 
A beautiful example for us. And Jesus always 
taught. Also a beautiful example. There are many 
blessings for the fellow happy enough to have the 
church-going habit. Beside the intellect enriching 
and the attention training and the thought concen- 
trating and the character building there is the reputa- 
tion stamping: But beyond all these are greater 
heights of. joy and blessing for the: fellow who. gees 








g * 


to the “synagogue” and teaches. Any 
Christian business or professional or 
working man can teach. You don’t have 
to take a course in pedagogy to teach. 
You yourself will be the biggest item in 
the undertaking. For you have had 
emough experiences as far along the way 
of life as you have gone to give your 
pointers and your ideals to those who 
have yet to come along the same way. 
Having learned to swim a little myself 
and knowing where the rocks and old 
roots all are in the old swimming hole, 
the fondest mother does not hesitate to 
let me.take the kids down to the Brandy- 
wine to swim. Come on in, the water’s 
fine! (Matt. 5:19 Lc.; 2 Tim. 2:2). 


Success and Salvation.—He taught 
them as having authority, and not as the 
scribes (v. 22). When Edison talks 
about electricity we all listen, because he 
knows about electricity. When he talks 
about religion we laugh. When Henry 
Ford talks about the cheap automobile 
we listen because he knows such cars. 
When he swings into politics we laugh. 
So it is that when a wise old fellow like 
you goes before a class of young men 
and talks out of your successful lite, the 
“boys” listen because you teach with au- 
thority, and are not telling what some 
one else has said or what you read in 
books. Jesus taught with this same sort 
of authority. For who had lived longer 
than he? Who knew more of the past 
than he? Who knew more of the fu- 
ture than he? He quoted no rabbinical 
authorities, he indulged in no fine spun 
speculations, he played with no tweedle- 
dum or tweedledee. He spake and his 
words have proved the pure gold of 
truth. They shine untarnished to the 
end of time. They are as bright to-day 
as when Jesus first minted them. Re- 
member his midnight talk with Nicode- 
mus, the “religious” man, and his mid- 
day talk with Madam Muchmarry, the 
woman of the town? He taught life, 
and with authority, because he was life 
(John 3:2 to 4:18). (1) 


Play Safe.—The unclean spirit, tear- 
ing him .. > came out of him (v. 26). 
The other night I sat in the Jerry Mc- 
Auley Mission in New York looking 
into the faces of some six hundred men. 
This first of rescue missions, like all of 
its progeny, is a place of tears and 
tears,—yes, and tares! While Satan is 
always busy sowing tares the mission 
folks are busy sewing tears. And poor 
wrecked humanity in these missions is 
reaping in tears. On the platform there 
sat with us a splendid man. One day 
he had been at the head of a great busi- 
ness house, for he was a man of great 
ability. But the unclean spirit had been 
given entrance, Then the old story of 
sin’s toboggan with wrecked body and 
spirit, and the city’s junk pile. The 
comeback here in Water. Street. Once 
again the place in the Father’s heart and 
the robe and the ring and the fatted 
calf. But not the running of the farm. 
So this gray-haired man never got his 
fine position back, The prodigal rarely 
does. It takes time to win high places. 
A high place slipped out of is a life 
tragedy. If you are tempted to risk 
the claws of sin, don’t forget that 
though the tears may be mended the 
seams are like to show. The suit is 
neyer just the same once it is torn, no 
matter how skilfully mended. We al- 
ways keep an eye upon the place of the 
tear. There is only one safe plan for 
every smart man. Keep out of the 
brier-patch and watch out for nails! 
(Job 15: 20-24; Dan, 10: 12.) 


Ask the Heathen.—He healed many 
(v. 34). Here’s Christ’s religion in three 
words and a dozen letters. You can re- 
vile the Christian religion like a Mos- 
lem. You can knock it like an atheist. 
You may question it like a Buddhist. 
You may “slam” it like a Sophomore. 
You may laugh at it like a “society 
bud.” But this great fact always re- 
mains,—it is the only thing that has ever 
come into the world to heal anybody. 
Every hospital is either a Christian in- 
stitution or an inspired copy of a Chris- 
tian hospital. There is no account of 
any hospital of any sort in Jerusalem 
until Christ’s religion put one there. 
China, Japan, and India, Asia, and 
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Africa got and get hospitals out of | 
Christendom. Who much cares even 
now but Jesus’ folks. Yes, Jews have | 
them—in Christendom. Jews in Islam 
had none. Some philanthropists pour 
out wealth for colleges, libraries, ‘art 
galleries and things that show big. 
Christian philanthropists are pouring 
out their wealth to fight tuberculosis, 
cancer, and all disease, It is the Christ- 
touched heart that becomes sensitive to 
misery. The man in the mill you hear 
“cussin’” the church will be the man 
you will see over yonder at the hospital 
without money and without price, under 
the snowy sheets with white-capped 
nurses in attendance day and night. Yes, 
there under the attendance of the best 
doctors in town he gets the blessing of 
the very religion he reviles. No church, 
no hospital, no doctors, no nurses, no 
healing. Ask the heathen (Mal. 4:2; 
Matt. 10:8). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will | 
stand a better chance of acceptance than | 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Which Are You?—We must work the 
works of him that sent me (Golden |} 
Text). “I never,” said an employer, | 
“lack beginners in my office or factory, | 
but the supply of completers is never | 
equal to the demand.”—From __ the 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by W. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. (1) 


Labeled.—We must work the works 
of him_that sent me (Golden Text). 
Isaw the other day a red iron pillar in- 
tended for a fire alarm, and on it was 
a printed card with the words, “Not in 
use.” That is the sign which ought to 
be put on many professing Christians.— 
From “Marks of the Master,’ by Char- | 
lotte Skinner. Sent by S. Edwards, | 
Plattsville, Can. 


On the Watch Dial.—While it is day | 
(Golden Text). To have our work 
completed at the end, we must do it 
while the day lasts. Mr. McCheyne had 
on his watch dial a picture of the setting 
sun, and over it the words, “The night 
cometh.” Every time he looked at his 
watch to see the hour he was reminded 
of the shortness of life, and of the 
urgent necessity for earnestness in duty. 
—From Dr. Miller, Sent by Mrs. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. (2) 


While It is Day.—We must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is 
day (Golden Text). John Bradley and 
I lived in the same apartment house. 
He was clerk in the Congress Square 
Hotel and I am a minister of Christ. I 
was spading my garden and he repaint- 
ing his canoe. Thus we became ac- 
quainted. My work had been finished 
several days. One day on returning 
home I saw him putting the very last 
touches on his very finely finished canoe. 
The Spirit of God said, “Now is the 
time to speak to John about Christ,” but 
I said, “It is just noon and I will do that 
at another time.” The next day John 
and his brother Louis went out on the 
Presumscot River to try their canoe, 
and John was drowned. My day of op- 
portunity was forever gone.—A personal 
experience. Sent by Chas. M. Neal, 
Portland, Me. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. (3) 


Better Still.—And Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, Hold thy peace, and come out 
of him (v. 25). A poor old negro was 
once a hopeless drunkard, and he tried 
again and again to get free, and others 
tried to help him, but he could not get 
rid of his drunkenness until he was 
converted. “When he was converted 
there was a wonderful change; and 


¢ 








| followed after him. (v. 36). 





some one said, “So you have got the 


mastery of the devil at last?” “No,” he 
said, “but I have got the Master of the 
devil."—From W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
D.D., in “Victory in Christ at Princeton 
Conference, 1916.” Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


“Something Beautiful Every Minute.” 
—Simon and they that were with him 
The Rev. 
Russell Conwell says: “When Professor 
Agassiz, the great naturalist, was about 
to take us students out from Harvard 
College in the country to show us the 
wonderful marvels of creation, we were 
always advised to ‘stay with our Pro- 
fessor.’ ‘Stay with him; he has much 
to tell you; he will show you something 
beautiful every minute. Stay with him, 
do not wander from him.’ Even so I 
would say, ‘Stay with God.’ 
Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HEY go into Capernaum (v. 21). 
In the controversy as to the site of 
Capernaum one of the evidences in 
favor of the position at the entrance of 
the Jordan into the lake is the discovery 
there of a large carved stone, which it 
is thought may have belonged to the 
synagogue. 
He entered ito the synagogue and 
taught (v. 21). It was customary after 
reading the passage of the Pentateuch 


—From the | 





for the day, and reciting the morning | 


prayers, to give an exposition of the 
passage, or an address on a topic sug- 
gested by it, It became the custom and 


still is, among the Jewish rabbis on such | 


| occasions, for the speaker to show the 


range of his knowledge with regard to 
what others had taught, and also his 
acuteness in adding to their often friv- 
olous inferences, or in differing from 
them. Jesus struck a new note by find- 
ing the authority in himself. (1) 


Sick of a fever (v. 30). Such at- 
tacks of ague-chill, a period of dry fever, 


-and pain followed by profuse perspi- 


ration, are common around the Lake of 
Galilee. There is no contagion, and un- 
less it be of the malarial recurrent type, 
there is no danger to life, though even 
the lighter form is followed by much 
weakness and lassitude. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the urgent work thou 
dost lay upon us. We thank thee for using 
us at all as instruments under thy hand. 
May we have in all our tasks the spirit of 
a swift, sure doing thy blessed will, be- 
cause guided by thee. How short is the 
time for our labors! How great the need for 
energy straight from thee! May thy power 
have free course in us, one and all. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Do it now!” is 
the urgent motto that greets the eyes of 
many a business man when he comes to 
his desk each morning. Do it now, 
never lose a moment, “keep everlastingly 
at it.” All through Mark’s Gospel that 
thought of getting on with the work 
strikes you again and again. Why, right 
in this one lesson, how many times does 
that idea break through the words that 
the Holy Spirit gives Mark to use? 
Haven't _ noticed? Just count the 
“straightways” and the “forthwiths” and 
the “immediatelys” and notice the early 
rising of Jesus to pray. I count seven 
such expressions of the swiftness of 
action that Mark notes. Don’t the 
quickness, the directness, the instant do- 
ing of duty all through the life of Jesus 
put us to shame when we think how 
sleepy we are, how slow, how ready to 
say “To-morrow will do,” or “Let 
somebody else do it.” Why, every 


tick of that clock means a bit of time 

gone by, when we did, or failed to do, 

something Jesus expected of us. 
Which word on the blackboard tells 
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most truly the spirit in which you work) 
Let us pray,—and then do the next thing 
God calls us to do, without delay. 





OMETIME 
TRAIGHTWAY 


WHICH ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 

“ What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“The great Physician now is near.” 
“Love Divine, all love excelling.” 

“O could I speak the matchless worth.” 
“Of Jesus’ love that sought me.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“ Awake, my soul, in joyful lays.’ 
“Work, for the night is coming.” 


, 


(References in parentheses are to the met. 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bibl 
Songs No. 4,” published by the United Pres. 
byterian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.) 

103 : 1-22 (206: 1, 2, 4). 
16: 1-11 (27: 1-3). 
30: 1-12 (65: 1-3). 
63 : 1-8 (98: 1-3). 
40: I-11 (g2: 1-4). 


Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 
Psalm 





Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HE Lesson Teacuinc.—God’s Da 
should be a holy, helpful, happy day. 
Introduction—At bedtime did you 
ever try to think of all the things you 
had done during the day? It would 
make us happy if only good things hat 
been done so that we might pray, Lord 
Jesus, bless all that we have done to-day. 
It may help us to hear the story of 
busy, blessed Sabbath day which Jesu 
spent with his new friends. 


Review.—It was by the Sea of Gali 
lee that Jesus called 


* Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum.” 


They wanted to be good helpers, so 
they left their boats and fishing to fol- 
low Jesus. They soon had a chance to 
learn how he worked, 


Lesson Story.—It was the Jewish Sab- 
bath. The Jewish house of worship is 
called a synagogue. Jesus and his dis- 
ciples were Jews. It was the custom 
of Jesus to go to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath. He must have gone with 
Mary and Joseph when a boy. 

In Capernaum, Jesus and his four 
friends went to the synagogue. The 
leader read God’s Word from a scroll 
(show a simple model), Visitors were 
sometimes asked to explain the reading. 
On this Sabbath morning Jesus talked 


so that the people were astonished atm 


his teaching. They were glad to hear 
him for he made God’s Word plain. 

A strange thing happened. Among 
those who listened to Jesus was a mai 
who acted as if he were crazy. He 
called out, Let us alone, thou Jesus of 
Nazareth; I know who you are, the 
Holy One of God. 

Jesus was not afraid. He knew that 
the man had an evil spirit. He felt 
sorry and wanted to heal the poor man; 
so Jesus said, Hold thy peace and come 
out of him. For a short time the mai 
acted worse than before, shouting and 
calling aloud, but he soon became quit. 














People were amazed and said, Whatyy 


is this? Even the unclean spirits obey 
him. After synagogue they spread the 
news far and wide. 

The morning was gone. Peter and 
Andrew invited Jesus, John, and James 
to their home for dinner. Jesus sooll 
learned about some one who needed 
help in that home. The mother 0 
Peter’s wife had a fever. When Jesus 
saw her he took her hand, raised her uP 
and the fever left her. Before long 
she was well enough to wait on them. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 20 (Mark 1: 21-45) 


It was evening. Many people had 
heard about the man whom Jesus healed 
in the synagogue that morning. Crowds | 
came leading or carrying their sick 
friends. They gathered around the 
door of Peter’s home, hoping that Jesus 
would heal them. He made them happy, 
for he healed many that were sick. 

“For His hands were always helping, 

And His eyes were always kind, 
And He never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-School, Clayton 
F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cents.) 


Surely Peter and Andrew, James and 
John, learned that day how Jesus made 
the Sabbath a holy, helpful, happy day. 

It was night. Surely Jesus needed a 
long night’s sleep. He did sleep some, 
but he rose a great while before day 
and went to a quiet place out of doors 
where he could talk and pray alone to 
his Heavenly Father. 

Next morning Peter missed Jesus 
from the home, so he went to find him. 
Peter said, Everybody is looking for 
you. Jesus answered, People need me 
in other towns also, so I must go to 
them. They visited other places in 
Galilee where Jesus went about doing 
good: teaching, preaching, and healing | 
as he had done in Capernaum. 

Note—A boat by the Galilee shore, | 
the synagogue, and Peter’s home may be 
indicated on the sand-board, blackboard, 
or plain table. 

After the Story»—Let us think how | 
we can make our Sunday a holy, help- 
ful, happy day. 

When we hear the church bells it 
ought to be easy for us to go to God’s 
house to worship, for this is what the 
bells say: 








“‘Holy Sabbath! Happy morning! 
Joyfully the bells we hear, 
Sweetly calling, gently calling 
Us to praise and prayer.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, 
Boston, 75 cents.) » 


To make others happy, perhaps we 
could plan to carry a flower and sing to 
some’ one who is old, lame, or sick and 
unable to leave home during the winter. 
We might carry an apple or orange or a 
cup of jelly to'some one who is shut in. 
We can paste pictures in cloth scrap- 
books for children in the hospitals, or he 
send to children across. the sea, so that 
the missionary may give them to chil- 
dren who never owned a picture. Per- 
haps you know a soldier to whom you 
ould write a letter and paste some 
pictures in it. 

Help the children to realize that al- 
though Sunday is called a rest day it 
should not be a lazy day, neither is it a 
holiday for pleasure alone. 

“God is in His holy temple, 
On this holy Sabbath day; 

Let us praise Him! Let us thank Him 

As we worship, sing, and pray.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 

28 cents.) 

Peoria, ILt, 


we 
My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


“The healing of his seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain; 
We touch him in life’s throng and pfess, 
And we are whole again.” 


ULTIVATE the love of fine hymns 

with your girls. If your ‘situation 
and numbers permit, actually sing a 
verse or two at the beginning or end of 
your lesson, from memory or from a 
chart or board prepared by some girl 
for such use. 

We shall select only three pictures 


from this gallery of pen-and-ink 
sketches for close study to-day. The 
three make a wonderful group, which 


might be catalogued thus: A Sabbath 
in Capernaum, by oo, Mark. 1. In the 
Synagogue, vs. 21-28; 2. At Home with 

is Friends, vs. 29-31; 3. At ven, vs. 
32-34. Let us give five minutes to the 
Study of each, which with your intro- 
ductory five minutes will use twenty, 
leaving five for closing thoughts. Your 
first five with the class should suffice for 


| screened galleries), we have two fig- 


| Peter and his brother, Andrew, 





business of the class organization al- 
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ways, clearing the time and thoughts for 
the Bible study. (1) 

Call for the descriptions of these little 
pictures from those to whom you 
assigned them for home study. Give 
each girl two or three minutes to make 
her word-picture as vivid as possible, 
then use two more for class comment. 
It will be your task to call attention to 
some of the fine points slighted, per- 
haps, by your three copyists. In num- 
ber 1, against the background of the 
motley crowd of faces in the ordinary 
Sabbath congregation in a Jewish syna- 
gogue (men oniy, the women were 
merely permitted the use of high 


ures in the foreground, Jesus and the 
demon-possessed man. Imagine both 
faces as the scene described took place! 
Wild terror on one, calm majesty on the 
other; frantic appeal on one, compas- 
sionate lovingkindness on the other; 
and absolute amazement on the faces of 
all the onlookers as the demon, in ter- 
rified obedience to the word of power, 
actually left him whom he had so long 
tormented possessed now of a peace be- 
yond understanding! No wonder they 
talked of nothing else as they went 
home that Sabbath day! A new teacher 
as well as a “new teaching” indeed this 
was! : 

In every home in Capernaum com- 
ment on this marvel was running at high 
tide; save one, the heme of Simon 
where 
desperate illness excluded every other 
consideration. Perhaps it was because 
he had just seen such startling demon- 
stration of his power that Simon in- 
vited Jesus to go home with him for 





the midday meal and rest, and doubtless 


it was with the high hope that the dis-,| 
tressing illness there would be relieved, | 


as well as with the desire to share his 
home with his homeless Master. 
for the little word-picture of what hap- 
pened there, given by the girl who stud- 
ied it specially. Supplement her picture 
as realistically as you can by noting the 
intense relief and joy in that home that 
day. Was ever a meal prepared and 
served by. one so recently back from the 
shores of death? 

Loveliest of all is our third picture, 
“At Even.” See the glowing sky- 
line Mark sketched in for us. with just 
the simple phrase, “and when the sun 
did set”; and the exact surroundings in 
that other word, “gathered together at 
the door.” Swift thinking must we do 
to picture the variety of faces, the evi- 
dences of illness and infirmity‘ in that 
suffering crowd. But look longest at 
that central figure, touching with the 
gentle hand of healing those poor tor- 
tured bodies, speaking the quiet word 
that released some demon-possessed 
mind, relieving by a look of love the 
agony of how many sad hearts! 
was no noisy mob, clamoring and shout- 
ing—“he suffered not the demons to 
speak”—but, oh, can you not imagine 


the joy in those faces that turned home- |. 


ward after that hour “at even”? Surely 
never since sin found a lodgment in the 
human .heart was there ever a city so 
completely happy as Capernatim must 
have been that Sabbath evening! Joy 
reigned in every household, for “all the 
city” had witnessed that martvelous 
power and sympathy at work. (2) 
What that day’s work meant to him is 
shown in the next scene, “The Prayer at 
Early Morning.” Perhaps you will help 
your girls more by a sketch of that scene 
than by any other closing thought. 
While all those grateful hearts slept in 
sweeter peace than ever they had known 
before, “a great while before day” he 
went out to some secluded place and 
prayed. Uninterrupted communion with 
his Father he must have after such a 
call upon his love before further ser- 
vice. And this fourth little picture of the 
solitary figure in the starlight of early 
dawn is the secret key to all the others. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 2: 1-12 


Somebody should be willing, even 
eager, to make a little word picture of 
the last verses of this firs’ chapter, 40- 
45. It is too beautiful to skip entirely. 
( Continued on next pave) 


Now | 


This | 








alrea 


* what use to get the 

best materials, to 
operate the most modern 
and spotless kitchens, to 
cater to an entire nation 
on the largest possible 
scale, if the genius of good 
cooking were lost? The 
whole Heinz industry is 
founded upon giving an 
appetizing taste to food, 










cooked 


“ATWEINZ) 
/\\SPAGHETTI) 


VAL italienne 





a ghetti 


ready to serve 


Eat Heinz Spaghetti when you think 
you are not hungry; when your appetite 
has to be humored; when you want 
something delicious, something that 
makes you hungry; when your common 
sense tells you that you must eat a simple, 
wholesome dish, but when your appetite 
demands something unusually good. 


Eat Heinz Spaghetti when you are 
hungry, hungry asa bear, because when 
you are hungry you want food—not 
merely taste—and Heinz Spaghetti— 
spaghetti made in our own clean kitchens 
and cooked with delicious tomato sauce 
and special cheese—is a food, giving 
the nourishment that your body de- 
mands, while at the same time tasting 
so good that you never grow tired of it. 


Some of the 





All Heinz goods sold in Canada 
are made in Canada 
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My Class of Girls 


( Continued from preceding page) 


Ask another to read Luke 7: 36-50, 
so she can give points from that story 
in class. 

Ask two others to look up an accu- 
rate description of a house of Jesus’ 
time and country, and of the “bed” 
mentioned in Mark 2:4. Lend your 
Bible dictionary if necessary. 

The “scribes and Pharisees” come 
into prominence from now on. Ask two 
other girls to find out who or what these 
men were. 

To save time and confusion always 
have such assignments written out on 
slips of paper for distribution as the 
class closes. But pray thoughtfully to 
be guided in choosing the girls to do 
the requested work. 


ATLANTA, GA. 
ie 
Pucker’s “‘Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





_ 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
First, a reminder of last lesson. 
Truths: The Bible is authority. Christ 

can drive out evil. Power depends on 


prayer. p 
Illustrations: Map showing Caper- 
naum. Picture of synagogue. Show 





a flashlight. Blackboard motto. 








“¢LJOW many scouts did Jesus now 
have in his patrol?” was teacher’s 

way of beginning. We told him and he 

had me call the roll of their names. 

“Where did they take their first hike?” 
was the next question? Teacher had 
pinned Bumps’ map up on the wall, and 
Fatty pointed out Capernaum on that. 

“What was the purpose of this hike?” 

“Looking for chances to do a good 
turn, I guess,” answered Fred Keller. 

Carl had found a picture of a syna- 
gogue such as they went to, and passed 
it around. Then Bert told the story; 
how, when they got to church, Jesus ex- 
plained the Bible lesson for the day so 
wonderfully that everybody was aston- 
ished. Teacher says we boys may never 
do anything more really important in 
life than to teach Bible truth in Sunday- 
school or from the pulpit. Everything 
depends on people knowing the truth 
(John 8:32). And he believes we can 
teach with authority if we stick to what 
God’s Word reveals instead of giving 
what we have gotten up ourselves. 

There was a poor fellow in the church 
that day who had gone nutty, had a reg- 
ular devil in him. He made a big row 
when he saw Jesus. The rest of the 
thurch didn’t seem to have religion 
enough to worry him any, but he didn’t 
have any use for Jesus. Teacher thinks 
it’s that way with lots of people to-day. 
They are so full of the devil that they 
hate Jesus, their best friend. That’s 
why they don’t go to church or Sunday- 
school, and if we can only persuade 
them to come a few times they may get 
under conviction like this poor fellow 
did, and Jesus can drive out their 
wicked spirit and fill them with the 
Holy Spirit. 

Next we had to name some wrong 
kinds of spirits that boys have now, for 
teacher thinks we can be possessed of 
an evil spirit now, in some senses, if we 
yield our wills to the influence of Satan, 
just as we may be possessed by the 
Good Spirit if we yield our wills to God. 

We named a lot of these bad spirits— 
impurity, profanity, lying, ugliness, sel- 
fishness, temper, etc. 

“Can Jesus really take all these things 
away?” asked teacher. 

Bulldog didn’t think so. “You’ve got 
to hold such things in,” he declared, “by 
your own will-power. But Jesus might 
help some,” he admitted. 

Then teacher had us read again how 
Jesus set the poor fellow in the syna- 
gogue free from his evil spirit. He be- 
lieves that this story was written down 
just on purpose to show that Jesus can 
really drive the badness right out of us 
and make us good (1 John 3:8). It 
sometimes costs an awful struggle (v. 
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26), but teacher says it’s the only way 
to live a real Christian life—clean and 
free (1 Tim, 1:5). We might learn to 
hold the badness in, but real salvation 
means to get rid of it. 

[In showing’ a class that Christ can 
cast out evil habits and sins from our 
lives, do not let any suppose that this 
was the only trouble with the man in the 
synagogue, but make it plain that he 
was possessed by a literal spirit-being 
apart from himself, a demon, as ex- 
plained in the lesson articles by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas and Mr. Trumbull.] 

I had to teli what happened next. So 
I explained that Simon lived there in 
Capernaum with his wife and _ her 
mother, besides his brother, Andrew. 
After church that day Simon and An- 
crew invited Jesus home with them for 
dinner. The old lady, Simon’s mother- 
in-law, was sick, had the fever. But 
Jesus cured her of ti at easier than he 
drove out the evil spirit. 

“How many good turns did Jesus do 
that day?” asked teacher. We tried to 
count them up, but soon found that he 
healed about all the sick folks in the 
neighborhood. I don’t believe that he 
kept count, the way we Scouts do. He 
just had a heart full of good turns and 
helped everybody that would let him. 

Teacher says the secret of it all is in 
verse 35, where Jesus went out long be- 
fore daylight and prayed. He passed 
around a pocket flashlight, but when we 
turned it on it was awfully dim. He 
says that’s the way our lives will be if 
we depend on ourselves. We must get 
into touch with the heavenly dynamo 
every day through prayer. Power de- 
pends on prayer. He wrote that on the 
board, and we all agreed to take it for 
our special motto this week and try it. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 2: 1-12 
Where had Jesus been? (1: 30.) 
Whose house was it? (1:29; 2:1.) 
What was palsy? (v. 4.) 
What kind of a roof: was this? (v. 4.) 


What kind of a bed did he have? 
Cy.. 33.) 


How many had a hand in this good 
turn: 


Terre Haute, Ino. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp J 





“7TX RAIN up a child in the way he 

should go, and even when he is-old 
he will not depart from it” is a prin- 
ciple which obtains at the family altar 
as elsewhere. It is difficult for one to 
break away from the habit of a daily 
recognition of God who has_ been 
brought up to it. It is moreover a good 
thing to have the young element “in 
the family take some part so that when 
necessity arises they may be able to con- 
duct worship alone. A friend in the 
Old Country testified some time ago that 
in their home they had celebrated their 
thirtieth year of family morning prayer 
and worship, a practise which by the 
grace of God had been maintained 
through all the changes of personal, 
family, and business life. Four chil- 
dren, all in and some beyond their 
“teens,” take part in reading and prayer 
so that in the absence of father and 
mother worship goes on just the same. 





January 14 to 20 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 21-34. 
Jesus at Work in Capernaum. 
A Sabbath crowned with good deeds. 
With unwearied sympathy our Lord 
throws himself with undiminished fresh- 
ness into the relief of the suffering and 





sorrowing. He shows himself on this 
first day of his labors as teacher and | 
doer; in synagogue and home strong | 
and tender; Son of God and servant of | 
men. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
workers in our rescue missions, that 
their love for souls may be sustained in 
spite of disappointments and trials; for 
the converts that they may be strength- 
ened against temptation and encouraged 
to persevere; for donors of money that 
they may give wisely and generously. 
Tues.—Mark 1 : 35-45. 

Jesus at Work in Other Towns. 

Leprosy was a peculiarly loathsome | 
disease and one calling for exceptional | 
treatment. Under the Mosaic law, its | 
hideous symptoms, its slow, subtle, and 
steady progress, and its defiance of all 








“The Son of God 
was manifested, 
that he might 
destroy the works 
of the devil? tonsa. 











JANUARY 5, 1918 


curative means made its victim a pit. 
iable object. It is truly a fit emblem of 
sin, which yields to the power of Christ 
alone. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
soldiers and sailors that they may je 
victorious over wrong desires; that 
those who lay snares for their feet may 
be defeated in their evil schemes; that 
the chaplains and Y, M. C. A. workers 
for their -physical, moral, and spiritual 
well-betng may be divinely guided and 
greatly blessed. ' 
Wed.—Acts 10: 34-43. 

Jesus Going About Doing Good, 

Peter’s sermon was a recital of the 
great historic events in the life of our 
Lord. It is a magnificent summary 
which he crowds into five words: “He 
went about doing good,” and his “do- 
ing good” consisted of preaching, 
teaching, and healing. Our Lord was 
no mere philanthropist, but Redeemer 
and Saviour of the soul. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
homes of this great country destroyed 
or in peril through sinister forces; that 
families may be reunited, straying sons 
and daughters reclaimed, parents wh 
are beginning to drift away from one 
another may be reconciled, and that thie 
boys and girls may be held under proper 
spiritual influences. 

Thurs.—Luke 4: 14-22. 
Jesus Anointed to Heal and Save. 

This anointing has references to our 
Lord’s qualification for his work. If 
the Christ of God required this equip- 
ment ere He could enter upon his 
ministry, how much more do we stand 
in need of the Divine Spirit for ser- 
vice? For lack of this, work for God 
is a monotonous treadmill. 

PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
vast population of China in this critical 
time; that the Christian churches there 
may continually grow in power, and 
that native teachers may arise to lead 
the people aright; that proper equip- 
ment may be found to meet the educa- 
tional requirements and also doctors 
for the sick. 
Fri.—Luke 5: 12-16. 

Natural pollution by sin is fitly rep- 
resented by this loathsome disease, {for 
from the crown of the head to the sole 
of the foot there is no soundness in us. 
Christ is all-sufficient and able to heal 
and cleanse us of that which unfits us 
for communion with Him. 

PrayverR-SuGcestions: Pray for 
broken-hearted ones who feel there is 
little left to live for; for the multitudes 
of lonely people needing a little bit of 
love; that Christian people may have 
eyes to see, hearts to sympathize, and 
hands to help wisely and patiently. 


Sat.—Matt. 11: 25-30. Jesus Giving Rest. 


What heavy loads we carry! Loads 
gi sin, of sorrow, of daily care and 

oubt, but no matter how grievous or 
burdensome Jesus will give relief and 
rest. Yes, real and universal rest to 
every part of our spiritual nature. Oh, 
aching heart! Oh, breaking heart! come 
hither, for Jesus saith, “I will give you 
rest.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
many good people who allow precious 
hours to slip past unused in meditation, 
prayer, or helpful reading, so that when 
golden opportunities come they cannot 
be rightly seized. Pray for blessing on 
the Scripture portions and other Chris- 
tian literature distributed to the forcigi- 
speaking peoples throughout the cour- 
try. 

Sun.—Psalm 103 : 1-13. 
Gratitude for His Benefits. 


This has been called the “Psalm 0’ 
the Grace of God.” From the begin 
ning to the end it is a recital of God’s 
benefits with the grace from which thes 
flow, coupled with the habit of thinking 
of them and thanking God for them, 
for he who thinks not thanks not, 

Prayer SuGcEsTiIons: Pray that true 
spiritual life’ may everywhere increast 
throughout our churches; for theologt 
cal students that they may be save 
from being drawn away from the greal 
veritics of the Christian faith; that 


Jesus Healing a Leper. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 20 (Mark 1 : 21-45) 















[ What are “the times of the Gentiles”? | 


This question 
we 345 of the 
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amid the stress of war a deep, prayerful, 
and evangelistic spirit may characterize 
our church life. 


New York City. 





Children at Home 








The Seven Sleepers 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


AFE from sorrow and sin and 

death,” read Mother as she fin- 
ished the legend of the Saints at Ephe- 
sus, “the Seven sleep sweet in that cave 
until Christ cometh again.” 

The Band was spending two winter 
days and nights at the Cabin. 

“I wisht, I wisht,” said Alice-Palace 
at last, “that I could see the nice dear 
Sleepers.” 

“Well,” said the Captain from the 
depths of a monstrous rocking-chair, 
“there are seven other sleepers who live 
not far from this Cabin, but they aren’t 
saints by any means. Some are gentle 
and some are fierce.” 

“Tell us,” chorused the Band from in 
front of the fire that roared in the great 
arched fireplace. 

“The first one,” said the Captain, 
big and black and dangerous.” 

“Bumbly-bee!” shouted Alice-Palace. 
“That’s big an’ black an’ very danger- 
ous,” she explained, “’cause once I 
tried to tame one an’ he bit me norful.” 

“No,” said the Captain, “this is a big, 
black, growly animal who wears an 
overcoat of four inches of fur and an 
under-coat of four inches of fat. He 
isn’t afraid of the cold, but he finds that 
rent is cheaper than board. So he sleeps 
all winter instead of eating.” 


“is 


“Bear,” shouted all but one of the 
Band. a 
“Bumbly-bee,” piped Alice-Palace, 


who was never known to change an 
opinion. 

“Once,” said the Captain, “I knew two 
boys—one was twelve and the other was 
ten years old. They went off hunting 
up in Maine in March. One had:-a 
muzzle-loading shotgun and the other 
had a long stick. They found a little 
hole in a bank,” he went on, “and the 
boy with the stick poked. He felt some- 
thing soft, so he kept on poking. ‘I 
think there’s something here,’ he said. 
There was. All of a sudden the whole 
bank caved in and out rushed a big, 
black, cross bear. You see,” explained 
the Captain, “they had poked right into 
the airhole of a bear-den. The snow 
was so deep that they couldn’t run, and 
the bear could climb a tree much faster 
than they could. So what do you sup- 
pose they did! 

“I guess,” remarked Alice resentfully, 
“amg: they wisht it had been a bumbly- 
ee 

“Go on!” 
accord. 

“The little chap with. the stick,” con- 
tinued the Captain, “got behind the big 
one with the gun who was shaking like 
any ything. ‘Don’t you miss,’ he “said, 

‘cause this stick isn’t very sharp.’ ‘All 
right,’ said the big boy, and he waited 
until he saw the white spot that showed 
under the bear’s chin when it reared up 
on its hind legs not six feet away. The 
shot crashed right through the bear’s 
throat and he fell dead so close to their 
feet that the hot blood stained the shoes 


shouted the rest with one 
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of the boy in front, They got ten dol- | 
lars for the skin, and ten dollars bounty, | 
and about three million dollars of 
glory.” | best,” said Alice-Palace sleepily. 

“Tell some’ more,” chorused the Band | Then Mother announced that it was 
when he stopped for breath. | bedtime for seven other sleepers. 

“Well,” meditated the Captain, “there “Just one minute,” said the Captain. 
was my great, great Uncle Jake who | “I want to read the Band a very, very 
fought in the Revolution and was a fa- | | beautiful poem which has the names of 
mous bear-hunter. One day during a/ the seven animals that sleep all winter, 
usety thaw he was coming down Pond | so that the Band can remember them. 

ill when he stepped into a mushy|I know it’s a beautiful poem,” he fin- 
place back of a patch of bushes and | ished modestly, “because I wrote it my- 
sank in up to his waist. He felt some- | self. 
thing soft under his feet, and he “Here is the poem: 
stamped on it. The next second,” said 
the Captain impressively, “he wished he | 
hadn’t, for a big animal rose right up| 
under him, and the next thing poor 
Uncle Jake knew he was astride a bear 
going down hill like mad, riding bear- 
back as it were.” : 

Mother gave a deep groan and buried ba — ae hates the moon, 
her face in her hands; but the rest of oe a oe vr 2 ° 
the Band were too young to be affected HaverForD, Pa. 
by the pun. 

“He didn’t want to stay on, and he 
didn’t dare to get off,” resumed the Cap- 
| tain hurriedly, “so he drew his hunting 
knife and waited until the old bear 
reached level ground and just stabbed 
him dead right through his neck.” 

“Tell us about some more,” urged 
Trottie when the Captain stopped for 
breath, 

“Some of the gently ones,” suggested 
Henny-Penny, beginning to look around 
-anxiously at the dark corners. 


rolls himself, into a round ball and sleeps 
until spring.” 
“I like the cuddly jumpy-mouse the 


“The Seven Sleepers 
“The Bat and the Bear they never care 
What winter winds may blow, 
The Jumping-Mouse in his cosy house 
Is safe from ice and snow, 
The Chipmunk and the Woodchuck, 
The Skunk who’s slow but sure, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Goals 
Rom. 12: 


January 27. Christian Endeavor 
How to Reach Them. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 


I-13. 


“Well,” said the Captain, “there’s a February 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. 
: II. Winning Others to Christ. John 1: 
gray greedy one who goes to bed early, 35-46. (Consecration meeting. Christian 


just a loose bag of fat. That’s the 


: - Endeavor Decision Day.) 
woodchuck. Then there’s a nice striped 


February 10. What My Church Stands For. 


munk.” 
“Nice dear Chippy Nipmunk,” ex- 
plained Alice-Palace to the Third. 
“Then comes a chap with a funny 
face and a ringed tail and whose hind- 
paws make a track like a baby’s foot. 
That’s the raccoon. The next one is 


Sunday, January 20 


Young Christians Reaching Outward | 
(Gal. 6: 1-10). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Reaching (Luke 


the needy 


pretty dangerous,” continued the Cap- geen sce 
tain, “He is black and white and has a Tues.—Reaching out to rescue (Jude 
long bushy tail. He won’t turn out of 20-25). 
his way for anybody, but he’ll always Wed.—Reaching regions beyond (Acts 
give any one that comes up to him three 16 : 9-15). 











signals before he defends himself. Thurs.—Reaching out to comfort (2 Cor. 
First,” said the Captain, “he’ll stamp his ‘ re 1-7). ; 

~ ’ 5 9 Fri.—Reaching out to reform (John 2: 
forefeet. Second, he’ll raise his long saeagh, 
bushy tail. If you still keep on coming Sat—Reaching out to bless (Rom. 1: 
he gives his third and last signal. He 8-15). 
waves the end of his tail back and 
forth. If you stand still,” finished the What are our duties to our neighbors? 
Captain impressively, “or move _ back- Why ought we to plan for definite results? 


How far outward should we reach? 


N THE first and almost the greatest 
of all his visions Ezekiel saw four 
wonderful figures which had the like- 
ness of a man with four faces,—of a 
man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle, ‘sym- 
| bols’ of intelligence, strength, service, 
'and swiftness. These living creatures 
did God’s will. They turned not as they 
went, but went straight forward. They 
had each four wings. Two of them 
covered their bodies. The other two 
were joined together. Ezekiel’s won- 
derful picture has doubtless many 
meanings, but one of them is that the 


ward, you are safe even then, but if you 
take one step forward—you'll have to 
buy a new suit of clothes.” 

“I know,” remarked the Third wisely, 
“Bill Darby and I caught one in a trap 
once. He said it was an albino wood- 
chuck, But it was a skunk—an’ we had | 
to live in our bathing suits for nearly a | 
week. 

“The next sleeper,” 
“has wings.” 

“A bumbly-bee,” tried Alice again. 

“No,” returned the Captain patiently, 
“this is an animal with a very ugly face 
and leathery brown wings with hooks on 
the top. When it goes to sleep for the 
winter it catches these little hooks on a 
rafter or beam in some dark corner of 
a building or steeple. Then it turns and 
hangs by the long curved nails of its 
hind feet and goes to sleep upside- 
down. It makes a very high squeak ; 
when it flies, and sometimes it comes | 294 fellowship. f 
into houses hunting mosquitoes. It | be lonely and selfish. 
never does any harm, and it does a 
great deal of good; but silly people,” 
went on the Captain severely, looking 
straight at Trottie, “sometimes kill them 
with tennis rackets.” 

“IT won’t kill any more bats,” 
mured Trottie penitently, 

“Last of all,” resumed the Captain, 
“is the dear little jumping-mouse. He 
has big eyes and floppy ears and a long, 
long tail. If you boys could jump as 
far in proportion to your height as Mr. 
Jumping-Mouse does, you would clear 
two hundred and forty feet every time 
you jumped. Before the frost comes he 
makes a round warm nest of leaves and 
soft grass, far underground. Thére he 


said the Captain, | 


independent, but are joined together. 
Each one reaches out to his neighbor. 
se 





God setteth the 
| he bids to be friendly. 


| else who feels the same way, and when 
we have found and befriended him each 
will be no more friendless or alone. 
se 

This is a hard time in the world’s his- 
tory for the selfish life to justify itself. 
On every side and in all lands there is 
need. Our country calls for our ser- 
vice. The young men who have gone 
out to give their lives are leaving be- 
hind them needs which we who remain 
must meet for them. In Europe there 
are millions in want of food. And in 
Turkey and Persia, especially, there are 


mur- 














On the 
International Lessons 
for 1918 
Over two million copies have been sold 


Forty-Fourth Annual Volume 
of this Great Commentary 


HE volume for 1918 is now 

ready, with many new and 
striking features made possible 
by the Improved Uniform 

raded Lessons. 

You will find in it a rare combi- 
nation of caretully culled facts, 
aqua, helpful comet 
and practical suggestions w 
will ais the lesson a pleasure 
to teach and a delight and inspi- 
ration to the class. 


Price, $1.25; net delivered, $1.35 
’ Send for sample pages 
W. A. Wilde Company 


Rand-McNally Building - 
120 Boylston - «= Bestom 
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| aster. 


one with pockets in his cheeks, who al- 1 Pet. 2: 9-12. (May be led by the pas- 
ways takes a quart or so of nuts and tor.) 
seeds to bed with him in case he gets February 17. What My Church is Doing. | 
hungry in the night. That’s the chip- — 1: 2,8. (May be led by the pas- 


We are to reach out in friendliness | 
Life is not meant to | 


| solitary in families and the friendless | 
If we feel lonely | 
| and friendless we are to find some one | 








| hundreds of thousands of women and 
| children upon whom the war has 
| brought absolute destitution and dis- 
Millions of dollars are needed 
| to keep these poor folk from starvation. 
Six million dollars have been given for 
Armenian relief, an average of two 
postage stamps from each American! 
“Inasmuch as you gave them two 
postage stamps, you gave them unto 
me.” That will not sound well. But 
| what if we have not given even them? 


i 

How different Russia would be to-day 
if all the Russians who had been in the 
United States and had returned to Rus- 
sia had been true and intelligent Chris- 
tian men. A great deal of the disorder 
there to-day is attributed to the influence 
of returned emigrants from America who 
testify that the American republic is it- 
self a failure. “Why did they not go 
back as earnest and loyal Christian 
men? Whose fault is it? How much 
was done to win them by our churches 
while they were in the United States? 

Would it not be strange and sad if 
European and Asiatic laborers should 
have learned in the United States itself 
to doubt whether it is worth while to 
“make the world safe for democracy”? 

Foreign missions are the great out- 
reaching of Christianity to other peo- 
ples. The last words of Christ bade 
his disciples to undertake this out- 
reaching. How can we justify our own 
enjoyment of Christianity if we are not 
seeking to share it with all? 


“If I have eaten my morsel alone,” 
The Patriarch spake in scorn; 
What would he think of the Church were he 
shown 
Heathendom, huge, forlorn, 
Godless, Christless, with souls unfed, 


living creatures which do God’s will and | While the Church’s ailment is fulness of 
come to his glory are not isolated and | 


bread, 
Eating her morsel alone? 


“I am debtor alike to the the 
| Greek,” 
The mighty Apostle cried; 
| Traversing continents souls to seek, 
For love of the Crucified. 
Centuries, centuries have sped, 
Millions are perishing, we have bread; 
But we eat our morsel alone. 


Jew and 





“Freely ye have received, so give,” 
Bade He Who hath given us all; 
| How shall the soul in us longer live, 
| Deaf to their starving call— 
| For whom the blood of the Lord was shed, 
| And His body broken to give them bread, 
If we eat our morsel alone? 
ye 
Christianity is a possession which we 
lose except as we part with it. 
The more of it we give away the more 
we have left for ourselves and country. 


Christianity is to reach out until it 
has found and fed the last man. 


New York City. 
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“Billy* Sunday says: 


“The soldier and the sailor need five 
things—the Bible, a gun, food, clothes, 
and medicine. Four of these have 
ant supplied, and the quicker he gets 
the fifth the better. So I am heartily 
in favor of the movement of the Pocket 
Testament League which will place a 
copy of God's Word in the ‘knapsack 
of every soldier and sailor. It will 
link them to home and to God. It 
will cheer them in their hours of need. 
It will teach them how to live and 
how to die.” 


What do you say? 


Shall the boys have, with your help, 
a Testament, and with it a direct appeal 
to accept Christ? Will you get your 
class, or Sunday-school, your Young 
People’s Society, your church, to sup 
ply as many soldiers and sailors as you 
can with Testaments ? . 


In about two months’ work in North- 
ern camps, the field staff of the Pocket 
Testament League, with the co-operation 
of the Y.M.C.A. secretaries, gave out 
more than 13,000 ‘Testaments, an 
2,000 men accepted Christ; and in the 
Southern and Southwestern camps more 
than 7,000 received Testaments, and 
2,000 accepted Christ. 


Write to-day for full information as to 
how you can help in this great work. 

BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 

THE POCKET pene ce ao LEAGUE 


a» ~ Jf Lewis Twaddell, T 
1323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





apd the farmer’s big questions: 
i gard 


ow cani have af en with 
least expense? How can the wife 
have plenty of fresh vegetables for 
the home table with least labor? 


Combined Hill 
IRON AGE Gna rill Seeder 


solves the garden labor problem. 
Takes the place of many tools— 
stcred in small space. Sows, cov- 
ers, cultivates, weeds, ridges, 

etc. better than old-time tools. 
woman, boy or girl can 

push it and doa day's hand- 

work in 60 

minutes. 30 
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Write us before you bu 4 
Catalog Free. Mention this adv. — 


BILHORN BROS. 2%5GsAce8t 
('HURCH FURNITURE 


ws, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book 
Rechee Tables, Desks—E VERY THING 
The finest furniture made. Direct from our 
factory to yourchurch. Catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros, & Co. Dept. GO. Greenville, Hi, \ 





























INDIN Lh) At COMMUNION SERVICE 








aa > Does YOUR Church use thie 

- cleanly and sanitary method? 
Send for catalog | 
offer. Outhts on trial 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Bor S, Lima, Obie 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Purniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approval Factory en and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog State whic Ky ie 
gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo. Dept. Chicago 

















In ordering goods, or in making ingutry concern- 
ing anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige 
th publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in the Sunday School 7imes 
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Books Worth Noting | 








Anna Coope, Sky Pilot of the San 
Blas Indians (An Autobiography)—A 
naturally strong disposition fully yielded 
to God, a missionary call to the inhos- 
pitable San Blas Islands of the Isthmus 
of Panama, the fulfillment in marvelous 
ways, in spite of appalling difficulties, of 
God’s “go ye” promises,—and we have 
the story here of miracle results in the 
evangelization of many fine boys and 
women, and finally of a great chief him- 
self, Rio Diablo island does not seem to 
be ill-named, considering the stream of 
devilish opposition with which Miss 
Coope had to contend. One of the best 
chapters in the book tells how she led 
the forces of good to win a Prohibition 
victory on her little island. (American 
Lio Society, New York City, $1.25 
net. 


To Mother: An Anthology of Mother 
Verse (With an Introduction by Kate 
Douglas Wiggin).—One_ envies — the 
privilege committed to the editor of this 
beautiful book in the exploration of the 
works of the poets, old and new, to dis- 
cover the best that they have said about 
mothers. Such an anthology of mother- 
verse will be a delight and a resource to 
young and old. The book has a happy 
introduction by Kate Douglas Wiggin, 
and its selections are grouped under the 
general titles of “The Young Mother,” 
“Mothers of Men,” “Christmas Mother 
Poems,” “Lullabies,” “The Joy of 
“Motherhood,” “Old-Fashioned Mother 
Poems,” “Sonnets on Motherhood,” 
“Tributes to Mothers”; last but not 
least, there are three indexes, one of 
first lines, one of titles, and an index of 


authors, (Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, Mass., $1.) 
Cld Spain in New America (By 


Robert McLean and Grace Petrie Wil- 
liams).—There was once a “New Spain” 
in “New America.” Now there is 
neither a “New Spain” nor an “Old 
Spain” in all the Western Hemisphere. 
The book tells of those who came from 
Spain to America,—how they brought 
Christianity, but a Christianity without 
Christ. We are led to understand what 
made Spain “Old,” and that this same 
spirit of “Old Spain” is the “Old Spain” 
in America now,—the dead cross, with- 
out the living Christ,—that deadens all 
who touch it,—for gold. Years of ser- 
vice, the mastery of the language and 
history, a deep love and sympathy on 
the part of Dr. McLean, and the culture 
and scholarship of Mrs. Williams, who 
is the writer of The Westminster Junior 
Quarterly, one of the Sunday-school 
lesson quarterlies of the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication and Sabbath School 
Work, give such a grasp of the subject 
that they make us see Spanish America 
in a new light and with a real sympathy, 
—make us realize the needs of the old, 
and the obligations of the new. (Asso- 
ciation Press, New York, 50 cents net.) 


The Library of Christian Co-oper- 
ation.—“Our Sunday-schools with their 
more than 16,000,000 pupils under twenty 
years of age, and their more than 
5,000,000 of adult members, afford the 
Church of Christ the finest and most 
promising field for Christian evangelism 
there is on the globe.” This statement 
from the report of the Commission on 
Evangelism is illustrative of the thor- 
ough way in which facts and figures are 
marshaled in all the reports found in 
the six volumes of this library that 
makes up the complete record of. the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, for the quadrennium 
of 1913-1916. The first volume, “The 
Churches of Christ in Council,” consists 
of the official records of the Council 
Meeting of 1916, with administrative re- 
ports and other matter, and the other 
five volumes give the reports of the va- 
rious commissions of the Council. 
These reports go very fully into the dif- 
ferent problems that the Federal Coun- 
cil organizations are dealing with, such 
as “The Economic Aspects of the Liquor 
Question,” .“Family Life,” “Social Ser- 








vice,” “Home and Foreign Missions,” 
“Negro Churches,” “Country Life,” “Tn 
ternational Relations,” and various other 
matters. Many of the reports are val- 
uable for their thoroughly established 
facts and for their earnest recommenda- 
tions; but over-emphasis is laid upon 
the value of social teaching in_theologi- 
cal seminaries, while nothing -is said in 
the way of warning against destructive 
criticism creeping into the faculties of 
these institutions. 

The first volume is edited by Charles 
S. Macfarland, General Secretary of the 
Federal Council; volumes II and III, 
“The Church and International Rela- 
tions,” by Sydney L, Gulick and Charles 
S. Macfarland in collaboration ; and vol- 
ume IV, under the same title, by Charles 
S. Macfarland alone; volume V, “Chris- 
tian Co-operation and World Redemp- 
tion,” by Charles S. Macfarland; and 
volume VI, “Co-operation in Christian 
Education,” by Henry H. Meyer. 

Among the activities of the Council 
were the work at the Panama. Exposi- 
tion, the institution of the American 
Peace Centenary Committee, the Am- 
erican Branch of the World Alliance 
for Promoting International Friend- 
ship through the Churches, the great co- 
operative movement for war _ relief 
among the peoples of Europe and Asia, 
and the assistance rendered the French 
Protestant church. (Published for the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, by the Missionary 
Education Movement, New York City; 
$5 for the six volumes, or $1 each, 
postage extra.) 


The Soldiers’ Diary and Note-Book. 
—A useful compendium of information 
for every soldier is this ‘booklet, of a 
size to fit into the pocket or corner of 
the kit. It begins with a list of foreign 
money with United States equivalents, 
and runs on into military definitions of 
such words as “deploy,” “abatis,” “ri- 
cochet,” and “trajectory.” The Sema- 
phore Code, the Morse alphabet, illus- 
trations of how to tie useful knots, hints 
for judging distances, instructions for 
first aid in case of accident, “a soldier’s 
French,” and much other really inval- 
uable information is given, such as how 
to build temporary bridges, handle 
horses, clear away wire entanglements, 
use a soldier’s field dressing, what depth 
bullets will penetrate, how big guns 
cross rivers, and the like, is given. It 
ends with ample white paper, marked 
off by a calendar, so that the soldier 
even on the march can keep a concise 
record of rapidly transpiring events. 
(Thomas Y. Crowell Company, New 
York City; cloth, 50 cents net; leather, 
$1 net.) 

ye 


“The best yet,’ says a_ Christian 
leader of the 1918 Booklet of the Bible 
Success Band. Send 15 cents to The 
Sunday School Times Company for it, 
or 12 cents each if you order ten. 


HADDON FIALL 


ATLANTIC. CITY 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


Aces particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seek 
rest and recreation at the Sea 
Shore. From everywhere such 
guests have come regularly for 
40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 

Fascinating shops and a thousand 
amusements along the Boardwalk. 
Privileges of fine golf and yacht 
clubs. Rooms comfortable and 
attractive — delightful music, inter- 
esting people. 





Make reservations — write 
for illustrated folder 
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Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures 


enya yr International Sunday School 
set of sixty pictures printed on 
heavy coated paper, size 6x 8 inches, enclosed 
in an attractive portfolio. 60 cents. 


These Pictures 


Will stimulate to good work if used as a reward, 
Will interest and educate young people in the right 
kind of pictures. 


Wl moke mace tealletc tp edu chasess the scence 
customs of Bible lands. 


. ee mandi Cate 
Send for Our Catalog of Over 800 Subjects 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


120 Street 


Rand-McNally Bidg. 
BOSTON, MASS. CHICAGO, IL) 





Will hold the wandering attention of a olass. | 











You can’t afford to place your order where cheapness 
of production is the thing strived for, rather than the 
ulét elegafice and strict anberence to correct social 
orm, which characterizes OUR WOR Samples 
on r t 
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MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


SEVEN-CENT MEALS #::° Pe: week 


meals with recipes and directions. _10 cents or 4 cents 
and two names interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, AM. SCHOOL HOME ECO! HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W. 6 502 W. 69th St., Chicago 


Che Sunday School Gimes 


shatennniitn dit email 5, 1918 








The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it gocs into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
| and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in Engltsh- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates’ include 


postage: 

$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address, $1 each, per year. 

$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per copy. One copy, Na years, “" 

: ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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